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THIRD ARMY CORPS UNION. 


Some of the Army Corps connected with the Army of 
the Potomac are holding their meetings in advance of 
the meeting of the Potomac Society. The Third Corps 
Union met at the Astor House in New York, on Friday 
evening, May 5, and the Ninth Corps, the Sixth Corps, 
and the Artillery Corps were to meet in Boston during 
the present week, the Ninth Corps gathering at the Tre- 
mont House on the 11th, and the Sixth Corps-at the 
Globe Theatre at 9:30 on the morning of the 12th, the 
day of the grand gathering of the Society of the Army of 
the Potomac. Of these meetings we shall give an ac- 
count another week. 

The business meeting of the Third Corps was held in 
one of the parlors of the Astor House on the afternoon of 
Friday, May 5, and the society organized for another 
year by the election of the following officers: General 
Charles K. Graham, President ; Colonel Clayton McMi- 
chael, Vice-President ; Colonel E. L. Welling, Secretary. 
The following gentlemen were elected directors: Major 
J. B. Fassett, Major Charles F. Bowers, Colonel W. P. 
Shrieve, Colonel Lewis Fitzgerald, General George H. 
Sharpe, General M. W. Burns, J. H. Ward, 

In the evening the members of the corps and a few in- 
vited guests discussed together the annual dinner, which 
proved to be so attractive, take it all together, that the 
meeting did not finally break up until four o’clock the 
next morning. At the close of the dinner an oration was 
delivered by General James R. O’Beirne, who set forth 
in eloquent terms the glories of tho old Third Corps— 

First in attack, 
Last in retreat, 
Third only in name. 

Previous to this, an elegant corps badge wrought 
in gold and studded with diamonds was presented 
to General J. Watts de Peyster, the historian of 
the Third Corps, who has devoted the ripened ex- 
perience of a life spent in the study of military 
history to the illustration of the deeds of his favor- 
ite corps, in whose service his own cousin, General Phil 
Kearny, gave up his life. The presentation speech was 
made by Captain John Cooney, and was appropriately 
responded to by General de Peyster. The toasts of the 
evening were as follows: 

President of the United States, responded to by Colo- 
nel B. T. Morgan ; Army of the Potomac, by Major- 
General Heintzelmann, who in a few appropriate words 
called on General J. Watts de Peyster to reply; Third 
Army Corps, by Major Willard Bullard ; Loyal League 
and Military Unions of the United States, by Colonel 
W. C. Church; the Loyal Press, by T. M. Cook. The 
sixth toast, to the Loyal Women, no one ventured to re- 
spond to, the presence of a few ladies who came in at the 
end of the banquet being considered by all as the most 
fitting reply. The seventh toast, Our Departed Comrades, 
called out General George H. Sharpe; Invited Guests, 
General Stewart L. Woodford. Volunteer toasts were 
then proposed, the most happy hit in this way being 
made by General Sharpe, who unearthed General A. B. 
McCalmont, of the First Army Corps, who proved to be a 
perfect nugget in the way of after-dinner speech-making, 
and put his audience at once in most excellent humor 
with him and with themselves. 

Several gentlemen favored the Society with songs, and 
the following, written in honor.of thecorps by one of its 
members, Colonel Leavitt Hunt, were sung with enthu- 


siosm : 
THE OLD THIRD CORPS. 


Atn—Lauriger Horatius. 


Soldiers! from your brother’s graves 
Pluck a laurel token ; 
Freemen uever shall be slaves ; 
The old Third Corps has spoken. 
Comrades! rally to the ery— 
Union, naught shall sever, 
The Third Corps swears it—never die— 
The old Third Corps forever ! 


Fall into line, star-banner men ! 
_ Loyal hearts are beating ; 
Sweep from sea to sea again 
Treason on the meeting. 
Comrades, rally, etc. 


Close up! forward on the foe! 
Liberty lies bleeding ; 
Victory marches where we go, 
The Third Corps ever leading ! 
Comrades, rally, etc. 


OUR DEPARTED COMMANDERS AND COMRADES. 
CHANT, 
Am—Auld Lang Syne. 
Come, comrades, fill a soldier’s cup 
‘Ani drain ir to the very desp 
For the sake of Auld Lang Syne, 


For the sake of Auld Lang Syne, my boys, 
For the sake of Auld Lang Syne, 

The Third Corps feels the elbow touch, 

For the sake of Auld Lang Syne. 


We pledge you, brave departed band, 
Whose deeds shall ever shine, 

As on the heights of heaven you stand, 
For the sakeof Auld Lang Syne. 
For the sake, ete. 


You first have borne the battle’s brunt; 
We are wheeling into line, 

To form one grand united front, 
For the sake of Auld Lang Syne. 
For the sake, ete. 


We ple you, Kearny, to the brim! 
The ee) badge” we'll enshrine, 

‘When we close up tochant a hymn 
For the sake of Auld Lang Syne. 
For the sake, etc. 








AMERICAN ARMS ABROAD. 


NorwiTHsTANDING the fact that the treaty of Lon- 
don has adjourned the contest which promised to in- 
volve all Europe, not exactly sine die but to the call of 
the Russian moderator, it is the impression that small 
arms manufacture in this country is to te largely pat- 
ronized by foreign nations for two or three years at 
least. Belgium and England cannot answer the de- 
mand—Belgium because her inferiority of material and 
execution has been discovered after a general experi- 
ence, and England because her resources are not equal to 
her own necessities. That the former is seriously con- 
sidering her default is evident from the fact that two 
establishments are already organizing for the manufac- 
ture of small ordnance, one of these, the London Gun 
Company, with a capital of £120,000 now in course of 
subscription, having secured large premises and shops at 
East Greenwich, on the Thames. The needle-gun is 
now in the rear rank of the destructive army of which it 
held the advance, and Prussia, it is believed, will soon 
have her shops occupied by her own work. For Ameri- 
can arms, which are now recognized in the adoption of 
the Remington by half the States of Europe, a great 
demand is expected. There are now in the hands of 
soldiers nearly, if not quite, 500,000 breech-loaders of 
this system, a fact which cannot be said of any other 
breech-loader with the single exception of the needle-gun. 
Of the Peabody rifle there are likewise a large number 
in the armies of different European States. It is the ser- 
vice arm of Roumania, and to a certain extent of Swit- 
zerland, the native country of Martini, where the ille- 
gitimate issue of the chevalier’s genius, from its mani- 
fest likeness to an American original, bears the name of 
Peabody ils. 

“We are informed by Mr. M. W. Robinson, of No. 79 
Chambers street, New York representative of Messrs. 
Smith & Wesson, that 20,000 of their new revolver are 
being manufactured at Springfield for a Russian order. 
This last invention in the revolyer line merits and re- 
ceives universal commendation. Its exceptional feature 
of automatic shell extraction renders it the most con- 
venient in manipulation of weapons of its class. The 
same'firm has for years been celebrated for its pocket 
revolver, and is now manufacturing a breech-loading 
double gun for fowling purposes, so perfectly made and 
finished that the most experienced importers of foreign 
sporting arms freely concede its equality with the finest 
production of Westley Richards, The only criticism 
we have noted upon the new revolver is in regard to the 
delicacy of its mechanism, which is suggested only by 
its admirable finish. General Gorloff, who, as agent of 
his government, cencluded the contract, has made an ex- 
haustive trial not only of the effectiveness of the pistol 
but of its durability, exposing it to the weather and all 
other possible tests. 

The Brown Manufacturing Company, at Newburyport, 
Massachusetts, now employs 160 men in its shops, in 
manufacturing Ballard sporting rifles, and single-bar- 
relled pocket pistols of the Derringer pattern, for which 
there is a very large Southern demand. This establish- 
ment turned out the service rifle of the Ballard breech 
system, -20,000 of which did excellent work in the hands 
of Kentucky Unionists during our late war. The com- 
pany own the patents of the Van Choate rifle, a breech- 
loader of the “ bolt” class, and is organizing upon a 
large scale for its manufacture. The new machinery in- 
troduced requires an additional investment of $200,000, 
and the shops in progress of erection will call for a force 
of 600 artizans. 

It is gratifying to know that the appropriation of Dr. 
Gatling’s idea in the French mitrailleur,and the subse- 
quent attempt of Major Fosberry to successfully decry 
the merits of an invention which he could not entirely 





|appropriate, have not resulted unfortunately for the | 








American “ machine gun.” Twenty-six of the Gatling 
batteries, according to our memoranda of last week, 
went to France, where they have demonstrated their su- 
periority over the French imitatiqn., The trials of the 
Gatling last autumn by the English Ordnance Board 
satisfied the Government of the value of the invention, 
and of its superiority to the Fosherry, introduced by an 
officer on the Anglo-Indian staff. It is understood that 
the Colt Arms Company have been working upon a very 
large order for Russia, At Vienna several hundred are 
in course of completion for Turkey. Other European 
States haye ordered the “ Gatling.” The naval appro- 
priation bill passed by the last Congress. embodied an 
appropriation for twenty batteries, so that their efficien- 
cy on board ships will be tested. The Golt revolver, 
which held the field against all. comers for years, though 
of late superseded ip our own Army by the Remington, 
will soon appear with improvements. The essential new 
feature is an automatic extraction of the shell. 

The Winchester Repeating Rifle Company has within 
a short time removed from Bridgeport to New Haven 
Connecticut. Al its manufactured stock available was 
disposed of during the recent European war. ‘Che .pro- 
duction of the improved arm, as completed last year, will 
now be prosecuted under enlarged facilities, 

At least two new single shot breeeh-loaders deserve at- 
tention, One of them, the work of Mr. C. Sharps, of 
Philadelphia, inventor of the carbine of Kansas renown, 
and of the excellent U.S. Nayy rifle, has precedentsthat 
commend it. The other, belonging to the “ bolt” class, 
is the production of Mr. Joslyn. ‘This gun has the self- 
cocking feature peculiar to the Ward-Burton, though 
operating by essentially different mechanism.. The lo- 
cation of the terminal sight on the side rather than on 
the top of the muzzle, and the thumb-strength necessary 
in withdrawing the bolt are the professional objections 
we foresee to this gun. Its simplicity and strength are 
noticeable, and it is, moreover, a very handsome arm. 








GENERAL Stoneman writes as follows to the Adjutant- 
General of the Army, his letter having been received at 
Washington on the 9th of May: 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF ARIZONA, 
In THE Fievp, Camp Pinan, A. T., April 9, 1671, 
Adjutant-General U. 8S. Army, Washington, 

GeneraL: I deem it proper to state for the information of 
Generul-in-Chief the following on the condition of Indian affairs in 
a portion of the Department of Arizona, Within a short time past 
about 550 Indians of the Arevipa and Pinal bands have gone into 
Camp Grant, and upward of 1,000 Tarapahois have fone into Camp 
Verde. They express a desire tv live at peace, and pro 
*‘ good Indians” cease depredations. No of 
been received by me of the last scout made by Maice Greene 
First Cavalry from Camp Apache, but I am in receipt of i 
tion to the effect that a number of the chiefs of the Tantos 
him a visit, and expressed a desire to be allowed to go upon the 
-eservation established by order of the late Major-General ¥ 
and to put themselves under the control of the post of Cam 
Apache. The establishment of an infantry camp, now Camp Pi- 
nal, has had the effect of driving the Pingls out of their country, 
and a few of them are going into Camp Grant, and the rest north 
of Salt river, where they have joined the Lantos. They say’ that 
we have gotten about them (Camp Pinal is nearly 5,000 feet. hi 
and looks allover their country), and that they cannot live 
any longer. Those that have given themselves Bp one in the most 
destitute condition, and say that the rest are equally unprovided. 
The question arises, What is to be done with these creatures ? 
they be fed and retained where they are, or shall they be told that 
there 1s nothing for them and be permitted to return, or rather 
forced to leave, and join the rest of their tribe engaged in qealing 
and murdering! They are simply Indians, and Apache " 
at that, and must be treated and considered as such, with all the 
bad traits of the most savage of savages. Let any one fe 
among these Indians; he will see one of them wearing a filthy 
shirt, another one an equally rag coat, and another one what 
was once a pair of pantaloons. Now, these Indians neither man- 
ufactured them or them in trade, for they have little 
no intercourse with traders except for powder, lead, and caps. 
chances are, then, that any le of Ww apparel one sees on 
any Indian has cost a human life, either American or Mexican. 
You see no buckskin clothing among them, as of yore, for the deer 
are nearly all gone. One may travel for days not see a sign of 
game. Within certain regione they can scarcel Bsr to 
furnish a scanty supply of hides for moccasins. ey are an 
agricultural people; and what little they planted during the past 
year haseither been destroyed by the drouth or by the troops. 
‘The ** Mezcal,” formerly one their main sources of supply, is nearly 
exhausted in this portion of the country. How then,it may be 
asked, do they live? The answer is that they gain a 
living gb stealing cattle, mules, and horses, Driven 
they cay ron almost any risk, travel almost any distance, 
fo, gees ed nme penne their bodice. 
ing the cravings of a Rite and procure coverage die 
If could tabupe all mindians living north of cat and east of 
the Salt river a supply of meat and corn and 4 ay 
year, I have no doubt that ina short time most of them could be 
induced to go upon @ reservation. ts L mre tige nse Rs 
tant day the number of Indians region no 
ance from Government will be increased, ook the cay 
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with good 
i the spirit of my instructions, is to consider them as 
ay eteatert andes tact furah them with pesos 


rations. 

Indians need bread and salt. Savage, treacherous, and cruel as 
these Indians are, they still have enough human nature in their 
composition to render them contro! through the medium 


heir stomachs. Would that some of pte eee ger 
be indeeod to come out to this Indian country lend ba 
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the abuse lam da recel) 
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traceable to the Tantos and Pinals or to a band composed of no one 
knows exactly what or who. I am led to believe, however, that 
this band 18 composed of remnants mixed up with a lew renegade 
- ‘Their tield of operatious ues along the tine 
betweeu Arizvoa and Sonora, depredating on either as opportu- 
nity vifers. ‘Une troops have been very active dung the present 
» Tully as much sv as the number of their horses and meuns of 
pertation Would allow; aud, uluhough the number o: Indians 
@ctuuily Kilied bas not been commensurace with the efforts made 
(a subject o1 to none more than those engaged) nevertheiess 
their movements have hud a vast intiuence on the savages of this 
Tegion, aud hus taugut wwem that their country can and wiil be oc- 
—— and nas imbued them with « feeling of very great security. 
au very respectfully your obedient servunt, 
GORGE STONEMAN, 
Commandi 


Colone. ding Department. 


THE ARMY. 


THE commanding officer Benicia Barracks, California, 
was ordered April 25 to send all enlisted men and laun- 
dresses at that post, belonging to the Third Cavalry, to 
San Francisco, to report to the provost-marshal, who 
will send them with Company I, Third Cavalry, to Drum 
Barracks, California, by the steamer of the 28th instant. 


Soms time ago the Secretary of War directed that the 
old arsenal property on the heights in Jersey City be 
sold at public auction. The sale acvordingly took place 
on the dd of May. The property was knocked down for 
$71,000 to John Halliard, president of the State Insur- 
ance Company of New Jersey. The bidding began at 
$20,000, aud ran up by advances of one hundred dollars 
to the figure at which the property was disposed of. 














IN a circular from headquarters District of New Mexi- 
@o, Santa Fé, New Mexico, April 27, 1871, attention is 
Colled to the fact that the Secretary of the Treasury has 
for sale bonds in denominations of fifty, one hundred, 
and five hundred dollars, with interest at five per cent., 
payable semi-annually in coin. Soldiers who wish to 
invest in these bonds are informed that they “can send 
their money by the paymaster, or otherwiss to the 
United States Depositary at Santa Fé, who will procure 
the bonds and forward them without charge. This invest- 
ment is recommended to the enlisted men serving in 
this district.” 





By an act of Congress of July 14, 1870, pension agents 
were authorized to issue checks in lieu of paying pen- 
sioners claiming legal tender. Since the law went into 
effect it hus been found that in many instances parties in 
whose favor the checks were drawn have either lost or 
mislaid them, and, as there was no provision for issuing 
duplicate checks, the pensioner has been the loser. To 
remedy this, Congress at its last session, by act approved 
April 19, 1871, authorized the payment of duplicate 
checks under such instructions as might be issued by 
the Secretary of the Treasury, the law providing that 
they should not be cashed until the expiration of six 
months and in sums not exceeding $500. In accordance 
with this authority the Treasury Department has issued 
circular instructions to assistant treasurers and desig- 
nated depositaries of the United States. 





From Texas we receive information that the country 
in the neighborhood of Forts Griffin and Richardson, 
which lie seventy-five miles apart, is full of hos:ile Co- 
manches. On the 24th of January they killed and hor- 
ribly mutilated a colored frontiersman named Bret 
Johnson and threo other negroes. Johnson had lived on 
the frontier for the past eighteen years, and was the ser- 
vant of Army officers before the war. He is described 
asa noble-hearted fellow, who has been known several 
times to go alone on foot into the Indian camps and 
either recapture or ransom white children whom the In- 
dians had taken into captivity. He succeeded in getting 
three white children, belonging to Montague county, 
Texas, not long before his death. It seemed to be his de- 
light to recapture children from the savages, and bring 
them into the settlements. For these acts he never asked 
any remuneration. He was one of the best shots with a 
rifle on the frontier, and was a stranger to fear. He 
lived at Fort Griffin, and was an excellent Indian 
guide. Brevet Brigadier-General Oakes, U. S. Army, in 
command of Fort Richardson, on the 25th of January, 
as soon as the news of the murder was received, sent out 
Lieutenant Borthwick, of the Sixth Cavalry, with twenty 
men, to where the negroes were killed, on Salt creek, 
thi:ty-two miles from Fort Richardson, on the Fort 
Griffin road. Leaving a detail there to bury the dead, he 
continued in pursuit, and travelling day and night, at 
daylight on the 27th overtook thirty Indians; whsn 
within two hundred yards of them he commanded his 
men to “commence firing.” The lieutenant occupied a 
mountain top, and the Indians a cafion below. Three 
or four of the Indians fell from their horses at the first 
volley, but the party held their position for several hours 
and kept up a continual fire, until Lieutenant Borthwick 
thought it prudent to retreat to a lot of rocks. Upon 
nearing them some forty or fifty Indians were found to 
be occupying the position, whereupon he retreated to 





another position without drawing the fire of this party. 
The Indians were exceedingly well armed and mousted, 
having long-range rifles and six-shooters. They also 
appeared to be drilled as well as armed. Lieutenant 
Borthwick received a wound in the right side, which 
caused him to fall from his horse ; but he mounted again, 
and the Indians retreating, he followed for forty miles; 
but night overtook them, and in the morning, it having 
snowed during the night, the trail was lost and the chase 
given up. In going through the woods the lieutenant 
came in contact with the limb of a tree, when riding at 
full speed. His face was badly bruised, from which, to- 
gether with his wound, he experienced much pain. An 
encounter between the Indiansand the rangers at Cedar 
creek is also reported, and Indian raids at San Geronimo, 
Dripping Springs, and Curry’s creek. Since the fight 
near Fort Richardson, a sub-post has been established at 
the most dangerous Indian passway on Salt creek, 
thirty-two miles from Fort Richardson on the Belknap 
road. This point will be guarded by a company of sol- 
diers. 

From Wind River Valley, Wyoming Territory, also 
comes an account of an Indian fight between the Snakes 
and the northern Che,ennes. The Cheyennes, about 
twenty-seven in number, made a raid on the settlement 
under cover of a dense fog, and ran off a lot of stock. They 
were followed rapidly for a short distance and compelled 
to abandon the cattle. A band of Snakes under the lead 
of their chief Washakie, coming in a few hours later, 
started in pursuit, sixty in number. The Cheyennes 
were overtaken the next morning while they were in 
camp, surprised, eight of them killed, and all their stock 
captured. Washakie lost in this affair one man killed, 
and had three wounded, of whom one will die. The de- 
feated Indians retreated in the direction of Big Beaver, 
where there is at present a column of cavalry scouting 
from Camp Stambaugh. Colonel Bartlett, who com- 
mands in Wind River, the 7?ibune correspondent reports, 
is of the opinion that this battle will lead to a general 
war between the Snakes and the Cheyennes and their 
Sioux allies ; and the Indian agent, Dr. James Irwin, feels 
so uneasy that he is urging General Augur, who com- 
mands the Department of the Platte, to send a company 
of cavalry to protect the agency on Little Wind river. 





From the Buffalo Commercial Advertiser of May 6 we 
take the following account of a sad accident at Fort 
Niagara, cf which many of our readers have already 
been informed through a telegraph despatch to the daily 


papers: 

The first intimation of the terrible calamity at Fort Niagara 
afforded our citizens was conveyed in the Associated Press de- 
spatches yesterday morning. It appear that the commandant of 
the post, Brevet Brigadier-General R. H. Jackson, and First Lieu- 
tenant James L. Sherman had been ordered to cvurt-martial duty 
at the Sauit Ste. Marte, and the post had been left in charge of 
Lieutenant George Asbury, who. with Lieutenant Morrison and 
Surgeon Jaquet, was the only officer at the fort. Day before yes- 
terday a gale prevailed on Lake Ontario, and the life-boat belong- 
ing to the garrison vroke loose from its movrings and drifted out to 
sea fora mile or so before it was discovered. 

Lieutenant Morrison overheard a remark made by Lieutenant 
Asbury that he would like to recover the boat, and at once volun- 
teered to go in the barge and bring the life-boat back. It was svon 
decided to make the venture, and the party of eight men started 
between 11 and 12 o’clock day before yesterday. The boat was 
deemed the best on the river, and if any boat thereabouts could 
have lived in such sea, she could. The barge came up to the life- 
boat about three milesefrom the mouth of the river, and a mile 
from the Canadian shore. Those who were watching say that the 
officers apparently gave up the idea of trying to recover the life- 
boat. The boat was headed for the shore, Lieutenact Morrisun 
standing in the stern sheets and guiding her course with the tiller 

The men had the oars apeak, with the blades turned to the 


ropes. 
wind for the purpose, probably, of being blown into the shore. 
The barge lurched, and Lieutenant Morrison lost his balance and 


went overboard, and almost immediately the boat capsized and 
the men went under. Five of the e'ght reappeared and were seen 
-lipging to the bottom of the upturned boat. 

then tollowed a most heart-rending spectacle. The soldiers, all 
of whom were very muscular men, in fact picaed out as the athletes 
of the battery, clung to the boat in that dreadful hour ot agony. 
But one by on» they were seen to r-lax their hold and sink beneath 
the waters. Private George Dowle was the last person seen cling- 
ing to the barge. His body was found divested of most of his 
clothing, and he had evidently determined to try to swim to the 
shore when the had floated nearer toland. But the water 
was cold, and humn strength is weakness at the best, and all lost 
their lives in sight of triends and almost within calling distance of 
the land. The bodies of the privates floated into the shore during 
the afternoon, and were recovered by the fisherm-n on the coast. 
We stated yesterday that the body of Lieutenant Asbury was 
found tied by the wrist to the barge. As the boat neared the land, 
Mr. McMillen, the sutler of the fort,a daring and feurless mun, 
dashed into the surf and at great risk rea-hed the body of the dead 
officer and brought it ashore. The ies of all the men were re- 
covered in the afternoon excep’ing that of Lieutenant Morrison. 
During the afternoon his body was seen several times floating to- 
ward Port Dalhousie. A fisherman followed it until dark, but as 
it was not washed ashore he could not recover it, Early next 
morning he resumed the search, and discovered the remains lying 
on the beach a short distance from Port Dulhousie. The bodies 
were brought to Nixgara village and a coroner’s inquest held. Sub- 
sequently the remains were conveyed across the river to the fort. 
= barge floated ashore, but the life-boat had not been seen up tu 

t night. : 

Lieutenant Asbury’s parents live at Quincy, Ill., and the father 
of the deceased requested that the body be placed in a metallic 
case and be forwarded to Quincy, accompanied by an escort. A 
te was received from Lieutenant Morrison’s brother, who is 
now a cadet at West Point, stating that he would be at Niagara, 
Ontario, at 12 o’clock last night. Ihe body will be taken to College 
Hill, near Cincinnati, where the family reside. The deceased ott- 
= were favorites in the garrison and with Army people who knew 

em. 

First Lieutenant George Asbury was a soldier, and fought in the 
Union Army during the war, having originally entered the Volun- 
teer service. He was enrolled in the Kegular Army in July, 1866. 
He was « married man, and his wife is now at Fort Niagara. He 
was, we think, about twenty-nine years of age. 

Lieutenant J.C. Morrison, Jr., was a graduate of West Point, 
and entered the service in June, .868. He was unmarried, and was 
aged about twenty-five years. Having been stationed at Fort Por- 
ter for over a year, he was well known in this city. On Monday 
Se oan he had been 
ob ° 


The private soldiers were laid out in the hospital in the large 
ward-room. They were dressed in their uniforms. Corporal 20, 
T. Hobbs was formerly a sailor, and also served in the British 
army. He was to have been murried soon. ne George Duyle 
Was unmarried. It was said that he had recently inherited a large 
sum of money in England. His term of enlistment would not 
hve expired for four years. Francis Pierce was murried last fall. 
He was formerly a sailor. George F. Hadley was unmarried. He 
had served ten years in the United States Army. Patrick Mooney 
was unmarried. He also was an old soldier. ‘Yhomas Sharkey was 
a single man and a good soldier. The funeral of the private sol- 
diers was to take place at 11 o’clock this morning. The ies were 
to be placed in a large grave, in the soldiers’ cemetery, and it is the 
intention of their comrades to place a memorial monument over 
the spot. Over $150 has been raised for this purpose by the soldiers 
out of their limited pay. 


Lieutenant Asbury will be remembered by our readers 
as the author of the bright and graphic letters signed 
“Caius,” which we have published from time to time. 
He was appointed from Illinois first lieutenant Thire 
teenth U. S. Heavy Artillery (colored), January, 1865, 
and entered the First Artillery as second lieutenant 
February, 1866, being promoted to first lieutenant July, 
1866. 


THE following order has been issued by Colonel Barry, 
prescribing the course of study for the Artillery School 


for the next quarter: 


HEADQUARTERS ARTILLERY ScHooL, U. 8. A., 
Fort Mongos, Va., May 1, 1871. 





General Orders No. 19. ; 

The course of practical instruction during the months of May, 
June, July, and August of the present year will be as follows: 

I. Field Battery.—The service of the 3-inch, the 12-pdr., and the 
l-inch and %-inch Gatling guns; mechanical manceuvres and blank 
cartridge practice with the 3-inch and 12-pdr. guns, and target 
practice with the 3-inch, 12-pdr., and both calibres of Gatling gun. 

Siege Battery.—The service of the 4-2-inch «nd 4-5-in h guns and 
of the 8-inch howitzer; mechanical manceuvres with blocks, rollers, 
lifting-jacks, and gins; the transportation and laying of platforms ; 
blank cartridge and target practice with the howitzer and with euch 
kind of gun. : ‘ 

Sea-Coast Batteries.—The service of the 15-inch, 10-inch, and 100- 
pdr. guns, and of the flank defence howitzer; mechunical manceu- 
vres o means of hydraulic lifting and pulling jacks, gins, blocks, 
and rollers; transp>rtation by means of cradles, sling-carts, and 
trucks; blank cartridge and target practice with the 15-inch, 10- 
inch, and 1-0-pdr. guns. (The service, mechanical manceuvres, 
blank cartridge and target practice of the 10-inch guns will be in 
casemate as well as barbette ) 

Mortar Battery —The service of the Coehorn mortar, 8 and 10- 
inch siege mortars, and 10 and 13 inch sea-coust mortars; mechani- 
cal munceuvres of the siege mortars by means of blocks, rollers, 
ete , and of the sea-cosst mortars by meaus of the gin, hydraulic 
jacks, and rollers; laying the platform for and target practice wi 
siege and sea-coast mortars. : ; : 

Tt Except on Saturdays and Sundays there will be daily recita- 
tions for the commissioned officers under instruction in the artil- 
lery tactics, light and heavy, and in as much of the intantry tac- 
tics as may be prescribed by the commanding officer of the school, 
These recitations will take ploce at 10:30 o'clock a. M., and will 
continue for one hour. Captain Elder, First Artillery, will in- 
struct the lieutenants of the First and Second Artillery, and Cap- 
tain Piper, Fifth Artillery, those ot the Third, Fourth, and Fifth 
Artillery. The instructors will render on each Friday afternoon 
to the superintendent, who will transmit them on Saturday morn- 
ing (not later than guard mounting) to the adjutant of the school, 
weekly class reports in the prescribed form. Care will be taken by 
the instructors that the marks and class reports are in such form 
as to be available for the annual examination. ae 

Toward the latter part of summer there will also be recitations 
in the Army Regulations, Kautz’s ** Customs of Service,” and 
Kautz’s “* Company Clerk,” and each officer under instruction will 
be required to make out, in his own hand, a complete set of compa- 
ny papers. The time, place, and manner for the execution of this 
practical duty will be announced in subsequent orders. : 

III On Friday afternoon of each week the drill will be in the 
infantry tactics, and by company or by battalion as may be desig- 
nated by the commanding officer of the school. » : 

IV. Major De Russy, Third Artillery, will superintend the in- 
struction appointed in this order. Under paragraph [. he will see 
that the instruction is carried out precisely as specified in this or- 
der, and as prescribed in the text-bovoks or pamphlets authorized at 
the school; and he will designate to the battery commanders the 

rtion of each month which is to be ‘devoted to the different 

ranches of instruction with each kind of ordnance. 

Under paragraph IL. Major De Russy will exercise such super- 
vision pod, may deem necessary, and will receive, examine, and 
transmit to the adjutant the class reports at the time designa'ed, 

Under paragraph I11. Major De Russy will command the bat- 
talion. 

v. No commissioned officer under instruction and no enlisted 
man wil. be excused from the instruction appointed in this order, 
except by reason of sickness, beirg on guard, or by special permus- 
sion from these headquarters. 

The o'ticer of the day will not be excused. 

VL. On al occasions of target prac:ice, practical instruction will 
be given in the use of the plane table tor obtaming inaccessible 


ranges. 
By order of Colonel Barry. . 
- JosepH C. BRECKINRIDGE, 
First Lieutenant Second Artillery, Adjutant. 








GENERAL ORDERS, SERIES OF 1571. 





War DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
WASHINGTON, May 1, 1871. 


General Orders No. 46. 

THE following promotions and appointments in the 
Army of the United States, made by the President, by 
and with the advice and consent of the Senate, since the 
publication of the official Army Register for January 1, 
1871, and up to May 1, 1871, are announced: 

I. PROMOTIONS. 


be captain, February 10, i869, vice Smyser, resigned. 

Fourth Cavalry.—second Lieutenant John M, Walton, to be first 
lieutenant, January 1, 1871, he being the regimental quartermaster. 
Fifth Cavalry.—First Lieutenant Sanford C. Kellogg, to be cap- 
tain, January 11, 1871, vice Urban, deceased (Company I); Second 
Lieutenant Jacob A. Augur, to be first lieutenant, January 11, 
1971, vice Kellogg, promuted (Company A) ‘ 

Sizth Cavairy.—Second Lieutenant Hiram F. Winchester, to be 
first lieutenant, January 1, 1871, he being the regimental adjutant. 
Seventh Cavalry.— econd Lieutenant James Calhoun, to be tirst 
lieutenant, January 9, 1871, vice H. W- Smith, dropped for deser- 
tion (Company C) : 

Tenth Cavairy.—Second Lieutenant Samuel R. Colladay, to be 


ny H). 
TPirst Artillery.—Second Lieutenant Isaac T. Webster, to be first 


lieutenant, January 1, 1871, vice Hawes, honorably disch 
(Company I). : a 

Second Artillery.—Second Lieutenant Eugene P. Murphy, to be 
first lieutenant, January 1, 1871, vice Dudley, honorably discharged 
(Company —). ; AF , 

Fifth Artillery.—First Lieutenant David H. Kinzie, to be captai 
April 12, 1871, vice Gansevoort, deceased (Vompany E); Secon 
Lieutenant Stanislaus, Remak, to be first lieutenant, J.nuary 1, 
1871, vice Cameron, honorably discharged (Company M); Second 
Lieutenant William B. McCallum, to be first lieutenant, January 
1, 1871, vice Gilliss, who resigns his regimental commission only 
(Company M); Second Lieutenant Thomas RK. Adams, to be first 





lieute! arch 2, 1871, vice Switt, deceased (Company H); 
inet etemams ames Curry, to be first lieutenant, April 12, 
1871, vice Kinzie, promoted (' y £). 


Ordnance Department.—First Lieutenant John R. McGinnis, to 


first lieutenant, January 1, 1871, vice Banzhaf, discharged (Vompa- | 
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Second Infantry.—Second Lieutenant Abner Haines, Jr., to be 
first lieutenant, January 1, 1871, vice Miller, appointcd regimental 
quartermaster (Company B). ' ee 

Third Infantry.— econd Lieutenant Melville C. Wilkinson, to 
be first lieutenant, January 1, 181, vice Cooke, transferred to list 
of supernumeraries and honorably mustered out of service (Vom- 


ny D). 

Perish Yefantry —Second Lieutenant Quintin Campbell, to be first 
lieutenant, January 1, 1871, vice Baird, appointed regimental ad- 
jutant (Company GQ). 

Seventh Infantry.—Second Lieutenant Allan H. Jackson, to be 
fir:t lieutenant, January 1, 1871, vice Larrabee, transferred to list 
of supernumeraries and honorably mustered out of service (Com- 
pany K); Second Lieutenant William H. Nelson, to be first lieu- 
tenant, March 7, 1871, vice Phelps, resigned (Company H). 

Twelfth Infantry.—Second Lieutenant James 8. King, to be first 
lieutenant, February 7, 1871, vice Norvell, appointed regimental 
adjutant (Company C). ’ 

Seventeenth Infantry.—Second Lieutenant Edward B. Northup, 
to be first lieutenant, January 1, 1871, vice Potter, appointed regi- 
mental adjutant (Company E). 

Twenty-third Infantry.—Second Lieutenant Charles Hay, to be 
first lieutenant, January 1, 1871, vice Lewi-, transferred to the list 
of supernumeraries and honorably mustered out of service (Com- 

ny (). 

MM pconty-fourth Infantry.—Second Lieutenant Bethel M. Custer, 
to be first lieutenant, March 1, 1871, vice Nixon, appvinted regi- 
mental quartermaster (Company F). 

Twenty -fifth Infantry.—Lieutenant-Colonel George L. Andrews, 
to be colonel, January 1, 1871, vice Stevenson, honorably dis- 
charged; Major Levi C. Bootes. of the Twentieth Infantry, to be 
lieutenant-colonel, January 1, 1871, vice Andrews, promoted. 


II. APPOINTMENTS. 


James Belger, late quartermaster with the rank of major, to be 
quartermaster with the rank of major, March 3, 1871. 

Military Academy.—Captain Peter 8. Michie, of the Corps of En- 
gineers, to be professor of natural and experimental philosophy, 
February 14, 1871, vice Bartlets, retired. 

George L. Andrews, of Massachusetts, to be professor of the 
French language, February 28, 1871, vice Agnel, deceased. 

III. RETIRED. 


On his own application, after thirty years’ service, in conformity 
with section 4, act of July 15, 1870, Wiliiam H. C. Bartlett, profes- 
sor of natural and experimental philosophy U.S. Military Acade- 
my, February 14, 1871. 

For incapacity resulting from long and faithful service, from 
wounds or injury received, trom disease contiacted, or from ex- 
posur* in the line of duty, in conformity with sections 16 and 17, 
act of August 3, 1861: First Lieutenant Charles M. Edwards, 
Tenth Infantry, January 28, 1871; Second Lieutenant Andrew C. 
Bavne, Sixth Infantry, March 25, 1871. 

Revoked.—The transfer of First Lieutenant Alexander W. Hoff- 
raan, from the Tenth Infantry to the Second Artillery, December 
15, 1870, restoring him to the latter regiment, tu fill the vacancy 
created by the retirement from active service of First Lieutenant 
C. M. Edwards. - 

IV. CASUALTIES. 

Resigned (4).—Captain Peter 8. Michie, Corps of Engineers, Feb- 
ruary 14, 1871. 

Fist Lieutenant Oliver Phelps, Seventh Infantry, March 7, 1871. 

Second Lieutenant A. Sidney Smith, Third Cavalry, January 31, 
1871. 

Second Lieutenant Sumner H. Bodfish, Sixth Cavalry, January 
4, 1871. 

” Died (11).—Colonel Charles S. Lovell, U. 8. Army, retired, at 
Louisville. Ky., January 3, 1871. 

Major Thomas 8. Allison, paymaster, at Atlanta, Ga., February 
1, 1871. 

Captain Samuel A. Foster, commissary of subsistence, at San 
Francisco, Cal., February 2, 1871. 

Captain Gustavus Urban, Fifth Cavalry, at Fort McPherson, 
Neb., January 11, 1871. 

Captain Henry 8. Gansevoort, Fifth Artillery, at Albany, N. Y., 
April 12, 1871. ; 

Captain Lawrence Taliaferro, U. S. Army, retired, at Bedford, 
Pa., January 20, 1871. 

Captain Calvin D. Mehaffey, U. 8. Army, retired, at Florence, 
N. J., January 27, 1871. 

Captain John Elliott, U. 8. Army, retired, at Dayton, Ohio, April 
18, 1871. 

First Lieutenant Joseph G. Swift, Fifth Artillery, at New York, 
March 2, 1871. 

Brevet Second Lieutenant James B. Mackall, Corps uf Engineers, 
at Santa Fe, N. M., April 18, 1871. 

Professor Hyacinth R. Agnel, U. 8. Military Academy, at West 
Point, N. Y., February 10, 1871. 

Dropped for desertion, in conformity with section 17, act of July 
15, 1870: First Lieutenant H. Walworth Smith, Seventh Cavalry, 
January 9, 1871. 

V. Officers have been arranged in the foregoing order to the com- 
panies to which they succeeded in the natural course of promotion, 
or tv which they have been assigned by competent authority . 

VI. In case of the death of an officer, it is hereby made the duty 
of his immediate commanding officer to ae the fact at once, direct 
to this office, stating the cause, date, and place. When an officer 
away from his command dies in hospital, or under treatment, the 
medical officer in charge will forward the report as above required ; 
if not under treatment by an Army medical officer, the report will 

made by any officer having cognizance of the fact. 


By order of the Secretary of War. 
E. D. TOWNSEND, Adjutant-General. 


[This order will be distributed with the Army 
Register for 1871, thus correcting and completing it to 
the 1st of May.] 


ABSTRACT OF SPECIAL ORDERS 


Issued from the Adjutant-General’s Office for the week ending 
May 8, 1871. 
Tuesday, May 2. 

LEAVE of absence for four months is hereby granted 
Captain John Lee, Fourth Cavalry. 

leave of absence for three months is hereby granted 
First Lieutenant Carl Veitenheimer, Fourth Infantry. 

Leave of absence for sixty days, with permission to ap- 
ply foran extension, is hereby granted Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel Thomas J. Bodman, Ordnance Department. 

Leave of absence for six months, with permission to go 
beyond the sea, is hereby granted First Lieutenant Wil- 
liam Hoffman, Eleventh Infantry. 

By direction of the President, Lieutenant-Colonel 
George Crook, Twenty-third Infantry, is hereby as- 
signed to duty according to his commission of brevet 
major-general, and will proceed to the headquarters of 
the Department of Arizona and relieve Colonel George 
Stoneman, Twenty-first Infantry, in the command of the 
department. 

Colonel George Stoneman, Twenty-first Infantry, is 
hereby relieved from the assignment to command accord- 
ing to his commission of brevet major-general, and will 
report for duty without delay to his proper station. 

[No Special Orders issued on Wednesday, May 3, 1871.] 

Thursday, May 4. 

Private John Wilson, Company B, Second Artillery, 
now with his command, will be discharged the service of 
the United States upon the receipt of this order at the 
place where he may be serving, to enable him to enter 
the Soldiers’ Home. 

Private Thomas Harwood, Company B, Second Artil- 
lery, now with his command, will be discharged the ser- 

vice of the United States upon the receipt of this order 











at the place where he may be serving, to enable him to 
enter the Soldiers’ Home. 

First Lieutenant James Burns, Fifth Cavalry, will pro- 
ceed without delay to Newport Barracks, Kentucky, end 
report in person to the superintendent General Reeruit- 
ing Service to accompany the first detachment of recruits 
leaving that depot for the Department of the Platte. 
On completion of this duty he will join his proper station. 

The extension of leave of absence granted Captain L. 
Cooper Overman, Corps of Engineers, in Special Orders 
No. 21, March 29, 1871, from headquarters Military Di- 


vision of the South, is hereby further extended thirty ° 


days. 
Friday, May 5. 

Private Alfred Allen, Company D, Sixth Infantry, 
who deserted March 16, 1866, was apprehended, and is 
now in confinement at Savannah, Georgia, awaiting trial, 
will be released from confinement and dishonorably dis- 
charged the service of the United States upon the re- 
ceipt of this order at the place where he may be confined. 

Private Edward P. Turner, Company H, Fifth Cav- 
alry, now with his command, will be discharged the ser- 
vice of the United States upon the receipt of this order 
at the place where he may be serving. 

Private Myron Coe, Company E, Fifth Cavalry, now 
with his command, will be discharged the service of the 
United States upon the receipt of this order at the place 
where he may be serving. 

Private Peter Riley, U.S. Military Academy detach- 
ment of Artillery, now with his command, will be dis- 
charged the service of the United States upon the re- 
ceipt of this order at the place where he may be serving. 

Corporal Patrick Daley, Ordnance Detachment U. 8. 
Army, now at Watervliet Arsenal, New York, will be 
discharged the service of the United States upon the 
receipt of this order at the place where he may be serv- 


ing. 

Private Frank Johnson, Company H; Ninth Cavalry, 
now in confinement in the penitentiary et Huntsville, 
Texas, undergoing sentence of military commission, will 
be dishonorably discharged the service of the United 
States upon the receipt of this order by the command- 
ing officer of his company. 

Privates Jackson Murray, Marshall Williams, and 
Giles Lytle, Company I, Twenty-fourth Infantry, now 
held in confinement by the civil authorities of Colorado 
Territory, will be discharged the service of the United 
States upon the receipt of this order by the command- 
ing officer of their company. 

The Quartermaster’s Department will furnish John 
Ewart, formerly private Company B, Sixth Cavalry, 
with transportation from Austin, Texas, to this city, to 
enable him to enter the Soldiers’ Home, the cost of 
which will be refunded to the Quartermaster’s Depart- 
ment by the Surgeon-General U.S. Army, from the fund 
appropriated for the benefit of discharged soldiers by 
act of Congress approved July 5, 1862. 

Upon the recommendation of the Chief of Ordnance, 
the following changes in the stations and duties of offi- 
cers of the Ordnance Department are hereby made: Ma- 
jor J. W. Todd, now in command of Baton Rouge Ar- 
senal, to command of Detroit Arsenal; Captain D. W. 
Flagler, now in command of Augusta Arsenal, to duty 
at Rock Island Arsenal; Captain F. H. Parker, now in 
command of Detroit Arsenal, to duty at Watertown Ar- 
senal; Captain L.S. Babbitt, under orders to report in 
person to Chief of Ordnance, to command of St. Louis 
Arsenal; Captain Isaac Arnold, now on duty at Spring- 
field Armory, to duty at Allegheny Arsenal; Captain 
James H. Rollins, now in command of St. Louis Arsenal, 
to the command of Augusta Arsenal; Captain Clifton 
Comly, now on duty at Rock Island Arsenal, to the com- 
mand of San Antonio Arsenal ; First Lieutenant George 
W. McKee, now on duty at Benicia Arsenal, to duty at 
St. Louis Arsenal; Second Lieutenant J. OC. Clifford, 
now on duty at St. Louis Arsenal, to duty at Benicia 
Arsenal; Second Lieutenant E. M. Wright, now on duty 
at Watertown Arsenal, to duty at Rock Island Arsenal. 
All the foregoing orders to be obeyed in pursuance of 
speci instructions from the Chief of Ordnance. 

Upon the recommendation of the chief of engineers, 
First Lieutenant William H. Chase, Corps of Engineers, 
will report in person to Lieutenant-Colonel J. D. Kurtz, 
Corps of Engineers, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, for duty 
under his immediate orders. 

The following transfer in the Second Artillery is here- 
by annouced: Second Lieutenant E. T. C. Richmond, 
from Company M toCompany C. - Lieutenant Richmond 
will join his proper station without delay. 

The leave of absence granted Captain A.S. Daggett, 
Second Infantry, in Special Orders No. 78, April 14, 
1871, from headquarters Department of the Sonth, is 
hereby extended sixty days. 

The leave of absence granted Chaplain John N. 
Schultz, Twenty-fourth Infantry, in Special Orders No. 
74, April 15, 1871, from headquarters Department of 
Texas, is horeby extended sixty days. 

Saturday, May 6. 

Private Robert M. Hamilton, Company C, Sixteenth 
Infantry, who deserted August 24, 1868, and enlisted 
November 22, 1870, under the name of Amos Kent, in 
Company A, Sixteenth Infantry, with which command 
he is now serving, will be discharged as a member of 
Company C, Sixteenth Infantry, to date August 24, 1868, 
with loss of all pay and allowances then due, and will be 
retained in service under his present enlistment. 

Private John Willis, Company F, Fourth Artillery, 
and Private George H. Kroll, Company I, Eighth infan- 
try, now in confinement at Newport Barracks, Kentucky, 
awaiting trial for desertion, will be forwarded by the 
commanding officer of that depot, under proper guard, 
to their respective commands for trial. 

At his own request, Hospital Steward A. E. Le Merle 
is hereby honorably discharged the service of the United 
States, to take effect May 10, 1871. 

Monday, May 8. 

First-Class Private John J. Jones, and Second-Class 
Privates Stephen Martelle and Nelson Seymour, Ord- 
nance Detachment U. 8, Army, now.at Champlain Ar- 





senal, Vermont, will be discharged the service of the 
—e States as soon as their services can be dispensed 
wit 

Second-Class Private George W. Ricker, Ordnance De- 
tachment U.S. Army, now at Kennebec Arsenal, Au- 
gusta, Maine, will be discharged the service of the 
United States upon the receipt of this order at the place 
where he may be serving. 

Private Christopher Seery, Company H, Fourth Ar- 
tillery, now with his command, will ba discharged the 
service of the United States upon the receipt of this or- 
der at the place where he may be serving. 

The Quartermaster’s Department will furnish John R. 
Joy, formerly musician, Company G, First Massachu- 
setts Volunteers (Mexican war), with tr tion 
from Fitchburg, Massachusetts, to this city, to enable 
him to enter the Soldiers’ Home, the cost of which will 
be refunded to the Quartermaster’s Department by the 
Surgeon-General U. 8. Army, from the fund appropri- 
ated for the benefit of discharged soldiers by act of Con- 
gress approved July 5, 1862. - 

So much of Special Orders No. 164, parapraph 4, of 
April 24, 1871, from this office, as directs that Recruit 
Henry Honsel, General Service U. 8. Army, now at Fort 
Columbus, New York harbor, be discharged the service 
of the United States, upon condition that the expenses 
incurred by his enlistment be refunded to the United 
States, is hereby revoked. 

Recruit Henry Honsel, General Service U. 8. Army, 
now at Fort Columbus, New York harbor, will be dis- 
chargedJ the service of the United States upon the ree 
ceipt of this order at the place where he may be serving. 
This soldier is entitled to pay, etc., only under para- 
graph 1,371, Revised U. 8. Army Regulations of 1863. — 

The telegraphic order of the 5th instant, fiom this 
office, to the superintendent Mounted Recruiting Ser- 
vice, revoking paragraph 4, Special Orders No. 148, 
April 10, 1871, from this office, is hereby confirmed. _ 

The superintendent Mounted Recruiting Service will 
forward, under proper charge, in> detachments of conve- 
nient size, two hundred recruits from those which are 
or may from time to time become disposable at the de- 
pot to New Orleans, La., where they will be reported by 
telegraph, upon arrival, to the commanding officer De- 
partment of Texas for assignment to the Fourth Cavalry. 








ARMY PERSONAL, 


CoLoNEL Gordon Granger, Fifteenth Infantry, as- 
sumed command of the District of New Mexico, May 1. 


Acting Assistant Surgeon B. F. Slaughter, U. 8. 
Army, was ordered April 30 to Fort Rice, D. T., for 
duty. 

AssIsTANT Surgeon John D. Hall, U. 8. Army, on sick 
leave, was authorized by orders from headquarters Mili- 
tary Division of the Pacific, April 20, to go beyond the 
limits of this military division. 

LEAVE of absence for fifteen days was granted Major 
H. C. Ransom, quartei master U. 8. Army, April 27, to 
take effect after he shall have completed the tour of in- 
spection he was ordered to make. 


First Lieutenant Charles E. Kilbourne, Second Artil- 
lery, was ordered April 21 to proceed without unneces 
sary delay to Fort Stevens, Oregon, for the purpose of re- 
lieving in time the officers on staff duty belonging to 
Company C, Second Artillery, under orders for Sitka, 
Alaska. 

Actine Assistant Surgeon A. H. Cochrane, U. 8. 
Army, and Hospital Steward T. V. Brown, U. 8. Army, 
have been ordered to report to First Lieutenant George 
M. Wheeler, Corps of Engineers, to accompany him on 
his expedition. 

CoLoNEL Bacon, aide-de-camp to General Sherman, ar- 
rived at Fortress Monroe on Saturday, the 6th of May, 
and reported for duty at the Artillery School. He went 
at his own request, and will remain a year and be grad- 
uated with the class. 


Caprarn John P. Hawkins, commissary of subsistence 
U. 8. Army, was detailed May 5, a member of the Gene- 
ral Court-martial instituted by paragraph 1, Special Or 
ders No. 40, current series, frum the headquarters De- 
partment of the Lakes, in place of First Lieutenant J. 
L. Sherman, First Artillery, who is relieved as a meme 
ber of the same. “2 

Magsor V. C. Hanna, paymaster U. 8. Army, was or- 
dered May 5, to pay the troops at the following posts in 
the order named: Fort Wayne, Michigan; Detroit Ar- 
senal, Michigan; Indianapolis Arsenal, Indiana; Col- 
umbus Arsenal, Ohio; Fort Gratiot, Michigan; Fort 
Brady, Michigan ; Fort Mackinsc, Michigan ; on the 
completion of which duty he will return to his station. 


HE following officers reported at headquarters Mili- 
am Division of the Pacific, during the week ending 
May 1, 1871: Second Lioutenant Eugene O. Fechet, Seo- 
ond Artillery; Captain J. G. Trimble, First Oavalry 
Lieutenant-Colonel A. D. Nelson, Twelfth Infantry 
First Lieutenant T. F. Wright, Twelfth Infantry ; Cap- 
tain T. M. K. Smith, Twenty-third Infantry. 


following officers were registered at headquarters 
Reser toe of ‘the East for the week ending May 9, 
1871: Lieutenant J. 8. McEwan, Fourth Artillery ; Cap- 
tain ©. N. W. Cunninghan, Twenty-fourth Infantry ; 
Lieutenant J. W. MacMurray, First Artillery; Cap 
Johu H. Page, Third Infantry; Colonel W. N. Grier, U. 
S$. Army; Major John Hamilton, First Artillery ; Sure 
geon o. CO. Byrne, U. 8. Army; Lieutenant De G. 
Quinby, Fifth Infantry; Surgeon F. L. Town, U. 8. 
Army. 

In consequence of the deplorable accident at Fort Ni- 

N. Y4 which leaves that post with no officer 
ent, First Lieutenant J. L. Sherman, First Artillery, 
will, in accordance with Special Orders No. 43, head- 
quarters Department of the Lakes, Detroit, Michigan, 
May 4, 1871, immediately return there, and is relieved 
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———— current sé-| “A GENERAL Court-martial was appointed to meet at THE NAVY. 


AcTING Assistant Surgeon J. J. De Lamater, U. S. 
Army, was ordered a to report to the commanding 
officer of Fort. Riply,: Miun., for duty as post surgeon. 
Upor the return of the detachment from Leech Lake 
Indian Agency to Fort Ripley, Acting Assistant Sur- 
goon George E. Lord, U. 8. Army, will be relieved from 

uty at that post and repair to the headquarters Depart- 
ment of Dakota and report for further orders. 


A GENERAL Court-martial was appointed to meet at 
Fort Abercrombie, D. T., May 8. Detail for the court: 
Lieutenant-Colonel L. C. Hunt, Twentieth Infantry; 
Assistant Surgeon W. D. Wolverton, U.S. Army; Cap- 
tain G. B. Dandy, assistant quartermaster U. 8. Army; 
Captain William Stanley, Twentieth Infantry ; Second 
Lieutenant J; A. Yeckley, Twentieth Infantry. First 
Liettenant W. R. Maize; Twentieth Infantry, judge- 
advocate, 

A GENERAL Court-martial was appointed to meet at 
Fort Brady, Michigan, May 9. Detail for the court: 
Lieutenant-Colonel P, Lugenbeel, First Infantry ; Major 
A. Montgomery, quartermaster 8. Army; Major 
H. ©. Pratt, (romped U.S. Army; Major C. L. 
Best, First Arti a 4 Captain William Silvey, First 
Artillery ; Captain Francis H. Parker, Ordnance Corps 
U. 8. Army; First Lieutenant James L. Sherman, 
First Artillery. Captain R. H. Jackson, First Artillery, 
judge-advocate. 

A GENERAL Court-martial was appointed to meet at 
Fort Ontario, N. Y., April 28. Detail for the court: 
Major Alexander Montgomery, quartermaster U. S. 

; Captain William Silvey, First Artillery ; Assist- 
ant Surgeon Harvey E. Brown, U. 8. Army; First Lieu- 
tenant Francis E. Pierce, First Infantry ; Second Lieu- 
tenant J. C. Morrison, First Artillery; Second Lieuten- 
ant George W.. Deshler, First Artillery.. Second 
Lieutenant Edward Davis, Third Artillery, aide-de- 
camp, judge-advocate. 

A GENERAL Court-martial was appointed to meet at 
Carlisle Barracks, Pennsylvania, May 3. Detail for the 
court: Captain M. P. Miller, Fourth Artillery; Assis- 
tant Surgeon W. F. Buchanan, U.S. Army; First Lieu- 
tenant Edward Field, Fourth Artillery; First Lieuten- 
ant J. T. Peale, Second Cavalry ; First Lieutenant J. H. 
Mahnken, Eighth Cavalry ; First Lieutenant C. P. Rod- 
gers, Fifth Cavalry ; Second Lieutefant E. S. Chapin, 

ourth Artillery, . First Lieutenant J. W. Roder, adju- 
tant Fourth Artillery, judge-advocate. 


HAVING prepared the primary model preparatory to 
the execution of the Rawlins memorial, Fisk, Mills, the 
sculptor will now commence the life-sized model or pat- 
tern from which to execute the bronze statue, which will 
also be done in Washington by that artist. Among the 
gentlemen who are engaged in carrying into effect the 
act of Congress providing a site and donating certain 
bronze ordnance for the erection of the above memorial 
are General John E. Smith, of the War Department, 
General Giles A. Smith, and General M.C. Meigs, Quar- 
termaster-General. 


Tue Nashville Republican Banner of May 5 tells us 
that by invitation of General Pennypacker, commander 
of this post, Mille. Nilsson and the other members of the 
Nilsson troupe entered carriages furnished by the Gene- 
ral and drove out to'the barracks, about ten o’clock yes- 
terday. They witnessed dress parade, were introduced 
to the officers, and partook of refreshments. Nilsson 
treated the officers in return to “ Old Folks at Home,” 
and a Swedish’ ballad. Brignoli sang one of his most 
popular songs, accompanied by the pianist of the 
troupe. . 

A GENERAL Court-martial was appointed to meet at 
Fort Fred. Steele, W. T., May 10. Detail for the court : 
Lieutenant-Colonel Albert G. Brackett, Second Cavalry ; 
Captain Robert A. Torrey, Thirteenth Infantry; Oap- 
tain Thomas B. Dewees, Second Cavalry ; Assistant Sur- 
geon Joseph B. Girard, U, 8. Army; First Lieutenant 

artin E. O’Brien, Second Cavalry; Second Lieutenant 
Patrick Fitzpatrick, Thirteenth Infantry ; Second Lieu- 
tenant Daniel C. Pearson, Second Cavalry. First Lieu- 
tenant William M. Waterbury, Thirteenth Infantry, 
judge-advocate. 

Masor E. H. Brooke, paymaster U. 8. Army, was or- 
dered May 4 to Forts Riley, Harker, Hays, and Wal- 
lace, Kansas, aud to Hugo Station, Forts Lyon and Rey- 
nolds, C. T,, for the purpose of paying the troops stutioned 
at those points to the 30th day of April, 1871; Major I. 
O. Dewey, paymaster U. S. Army, was at the same time 
ordered to pay the troops serving in southeastern Kan- 
sas—at Fort Gibson, C. N., and to Fort Smith and Lit- 
tle Rock, Arkansas; and Major David Taylor, paymas- 
- ter U.S. Army, those at Forts Larned and Dodge, 
Kansas, Camp Supply, and Fort Sill, L. T. 


A GENERAL Court-martial was appointed to meet at 
Fort Monroe, Virginia, May 3. Detail for the court: 
Lieutenant-Colonel Joseph Roberts, Fourth Artillery ; 
Ca ‘Richard Lodor, Fourth Artillery ; Captain S. S. 
Elder, First Artillery; Captain 8. N. Benjamin, Second 
Artillery; First Lieutenant ©. ©. McConnell, Fifth 
Artillery ; First Lieutenant J. C. White, First Artillery ; 
First Lieutenant J. M: Ingalls, First Artillery; First 
Lieutenant R. P. Strong, Fourth Artillery; Second 
Lieutenant F. V. Greene, Fourth Artillery. First Lieu- 
tenant E. P. Newkirk, Fourth Artillery, judge-advocate. 

Tue following promotions of officers serving in the 
Department of Dakota have been announced from the 
Adjutant-General’s office, and in department General 
Orders, viz.: Second Lieutenant Allan H. Jackson, Com- 
pany K, Seventh Infantry, to be first lieutenant same 
company; vice Larrabee; Second Lieutenant Wm. H. 
Nelson; Company I, Seventh Infantry, to be first lien- 
tenant vice’ Phelps, which carries him to Company H, 
Fort Shaw, M. 'T.; Second Lieutenant Edward B. North- 
up, Company A, Seventeenth Infantry, to be first lieu- 
tenant vice Potter, and is assigned to Company E, Fort 
Stevenson, D.T. The officers named are to join 


their respective companies without unnecessary delay. 





David’s Island, New York Harbor, y Detail for the 
court: Major J. D. Wilkins, Eighth Infantry ; Captain 
E,W. H. Read, Eighth Infantry; Captain A. T. Smith, 
Eighth Infantry; Captain J. N. Andrews, Eighth In- 
fantry; Captain F. D. Ogilby, Eighth ay Assist- 
ant § W. E. Whitehead, U.S. Army; Captain C. 
M. Bailey, Eighth Infantry; First Lieutenant Charles 
Porter, Eighth Infantry; First Lieutenant A. W. Corliss, 
Eighth Infantry; Firet Lieutenant G. Winslow, Eighth 

; Second Lidutenant C. A. Earnest, Eighth In- 
fantry ; Second Lieutenant J. W. Summerhayes, Eighth 
Infantry ; Second Lieutenant W. H. McMinn, Eighth In- 
fantry. First Lieutenant Thomas Wilhelm, adjutant, 
Eighth Infantry, judge-advocate. 


A GRENADA, Mississippi, paper has the following: 
“The gallant and genial-hearted\General Pennypacker, 
whose military course in Grenada endeared him 
to our citizens, was in town the early part of 
this week. While here he was the guest of our 
enterprising and liberal-hearted citizen, Henry B. Sher- 
man, Esq.,and his accomplished and beautiful lady, 
whose hospitality is as proverbial as a household word. 
The general was called upon by a large number of our 
citizens, who paid their respects to him in remembrance 
of his unprejudiced and straightforward course as an 
officer, and cultivated manners of the true gentleman 
while he was in command of this post. We are glad to 
learn that the general will be here again in about two 
weeks.” 

THE following promotions of officers belonging to regi- 
ments serving in the Department of the Missouri have 
been announced from the Adjutant-General’s office and 
published in départment orders: Second Lieutenant Hi- 
ram F. Winchester, Sixth Cavalry, to be first liewtenant, 
he being regimental adjutant; Second Lieutenant Sam- 
uel R, Colladay, Company G, Tenth Cavalry, to be first 
lieutenant vice Banzhaf, which carries him to Company 
H; Second Lieutenant Melville C. Wilkinson, Company 
I, Third Infantry, to be first lieutenant vice Cooke, 
which carries him to Company D; Second Lieutenant 


Quintin Campbell, Company C, Fifth Infantry, to be first | 


lieutenant vice Baird, which carries him to Company G. 
The company officers concerned are ordered to join the 
respective companies to which their promotions carry 
them as soon as practicable. 


A Boarp of Officers was constituted to assemble at Fort 
Snelling, Minn., May 4, for the purpose of investigating 
all the circumstances connected with the escape of First 
Lieutenant James E. Batchelder, Second Cavalry, from 
confinement under guard at that post, on the 23d ultimo. 
Detail for the board: Colonel T. L. Crittenden, Seven- 
teenth Infantry; Captain J. C. Bates, Twentieth Infan- 
try; Captain John Hartley, Twenty-second Infantry. 
Major G. Norman Lieber, judge-adyocate of the 
Department of Dakota, recorder. The board is 
authorized to take evidence, documentary or parol, in 
regard tothe escape. After concluding its investigation, 
the board will report all the facts ascertained, and ex- 
press its opinion as to whether or not all prsaee precau- 
tions were taken to prevent the escape of the prisoner, 
and if not, who is responsible therefor. 


Mr. Thomas W. Conway, writes to the Tribune from 
the Fifth Avenue Hotel to correct an erroneous report of 
a speech made by General Sherman at New Orleans, out 
of which some of the papers have sought to make politi- 
cal capital. From original notes made on the spot Mr. 
Conway reports that what General Sherman did say was 
this: “ Mr. President, I am not much of a speaker ;‘ my 
forte is action, not speech-making. I do not wish my re- 
marks this evening to be reported in the newspapers, for 
I see that what I said’ on the occasion of ancther recep- 
tion extended to me since my arrival has beet entirely 
misrepresented, and I am credited with words I did not 
utter atall. I therefore hope there are no reporters here 
to serve this pleasant interview as they served the other 
to which I have alluded. My duty as the commander of 
the Army of the country keeps me employed in military 
matters, and by that employment I may be enabled to 
assist the nation in its civil and political interests, but I 
do not wish to be considered a politician. I strive as 
well'as I can to do what my official duty compels, and 
in doing that find myself amply employed. I do not 
seek any civil position whatever, and do not wish to be 
suspected of doing so. Indeed; I should positively de- 
cline any offer of a civil or political position. I mean to 
devote my whole time in the future to the study of the 
military art, not with the view of destroying, but as a 
means of promoting the gdod of all, even the lowest 
classes of our citizens.” 


Tue daily papers announce the death of Thomas J. 
Boynton, who will be remembered by many Army officers 
as United States District Attorney and afterwards United 
States District Judge for the Southern District of Florida. 
The position was one of no little labor and responsibility. 
He stood between the population of Key West, his 
neighbors, whose livelihood depends upon the great 
number of wrecks occurring on the Florida coast, and 
distant wealthy insurance companies and owners. And 
his character and reputation mustindeed be irreproachable 
who can under such circumstances be free ftom the suspi- 
cion of favoritism on either hand. It is a sufficient eulogy 


classes, and though the youngest United States judge on 
the bench, being but twenty-six years’ of age, his repu- 
tation extended through the State, and upon its recon 
struction he was without knowledge or solicitation on’ 
his part, unanimously chosen by thé Legislature, chief 
justice of Florida. This position he devlined. A year 
ago in consequence of failing health, against the remon- 
stranees of the underwriters and the people of Key West, 
he tendered his resignation, snd since then has sfrug- 
gied manfully to regain his health, and finally submit- 
ted to an ion in this city as his last effort for life 
and with full knowledge of the risk he ran. He bore his 
sufferings with characteristic patience and fortitude, 
but all surgical skill was unavailing, and the operation 





terminated fatally. 


to say that he was held in the highest respect by both | 





The Editor invites for this department of the JourNat all facta 
of interest to the Navy, especially such as relate to the movements 
of officers or vessels. 





VARIOUS NAVAL MATTERS. 


THE U.S. steamship Omaha is rapidly advancing to 
completion of outfit. 


Commopores Case and Reynolds, of Washington, 
were inspecting the Mare Island Navy-yard, May 9. 


Orpers have been received at the Brooklyn Navy-yard 
to refit the engines of the U. 8. steamship Hariford, pre- 
paratory to her being sent on a foreign station. 


CapTain John W. A. Nicholson took official leave of 
the Bureau of Navigation at the Navy-yard May 10. 
Captain Barrett is understood to be his successor. 


The U. S. storeship Supply which recently carried a 
cargo of provisions for the French sufferers by the 
FrancoGerman war, has sailed for home by way of 
London. 

Ir is expected that the U.S. steamer Wachusett, now 
fitting out for sea at the Brooklyn yard, will be ordered 
to jon the European squadron, and stationed in the 
Mediterranean. 

A MAIL for the South Atlantic Squadron on the coast 
of Brazil will be made up at the Naval Lyceum, Brook- 
lyn yard, closing on the 21st inst., and will be despatched 
on the 23d inst. 

BARON von Haun, accompanied by several officers of 
the Austrian frigate Vovara, visited the Brooklyn Navy- 
yard on the 6th of May, and were hospitably received 
by the officers on the station. 

Tue U.S. sloop-of-war Saratoga is now having her 
stores put’ on board. Her crew are on board of the Ver- 
mont ready for transfer. She will sail for Annapolis on 
the 15th inst., in convoy of the tender Catalpa. 


A DESPATCH from Aspinwall dated May 3, says: 
“The altitude of the Napipi river canal is 1,200 feet. 
Commander Selfridge is dissatisfied with the survey 
recently inade and has ordered another. The United 
States steamer WVipsic, which took soundings on the 
Chagres river on the Atlantic side started for Havana 
to-day.” 

A LETTER has been received from an officer of the 
United States steamer Guerriere, at Tripoli, dated April 
9, 1871, which states that the anchor of the old Phila- 
delphia, which has been lying in the harbor ever since 
Commodore Decatur burned the ship, in 1804, was on 
that day taken on board for the purpose of bringing it 
to this country as a relic. 

A DESPATCH dated Aspinwall, May 6, says: “ Herrara, 
the rebel commander, has notified the United States’ 
consul not to interfere by sending the United States 
steamer Resaca to recapture the Montijo, because he says 
the United States officers will not be permitted to come 
on board that vessel, and he will fight them to the bitter 
end. ‘The Resaca will leave the Isthmus of Darien on 
the 16th.” 


Rosert G. THOMAS, a carpenter in the U. S. Navy, 
committed suicide at his late residence, 298 Lorimer 
street, Brooklyn, on Tuesday evening, May 9, by shooting 
‘himself in the left breast with a pistol. Before commit- 
‘ting the act he asked for some paper, and, being left 
alone by request, wrote as follows: “ I am now about to 
do what many better men fear, usher myself iiito the pre- 
sence of the great ‘Supreme.’ May 9, 1871. R. G. T.” 
A verdict in accordance with the facts was rendered. 


CoMMANDER Henry Erben is to leave New York on 
May 13, in the steamer Adriadne, having been ordered 
by the Secretary of the Navy to take command of the 
expedition to remove the iron-clad fleet from the Gulf to 
League Island. The iron-clads /Diciator, third rate, 
1,750 tons; Manhattan, fourth rate, 550 tons; Saugus, 
fourth rate, 550 tons; Zerror, third rate, 1,085 tons, and 


er of removal. The convoy will probably consist of 
the screw steamer Congress, second rate; Severn, second 
class ; Kansas, fourth rate, and Yantic, fourth rate. 


A BOAT race came off at Annapolis, on the 6th of May, 
between the St. John’s College crew and the boat’s crew 
of the second class of the midshipmen at the Naval 
Academy. Although it was raining very hard, there 
was a large attendance of ladies and gentlemen. The 
distance was three miles. Time of the midshipmen, 20 
minutes and 18 seconds; time of the St. Jolin’s, 24 min- 
utes. It has been stated in the daily newspapers that 
the midshipmen gained the race by the breaking of an 
oar by the St. John’s crew. As matter of fact, however, 
the St. John’s did not break any oar, but simply a bolt 
out of the cutrigge-, and that after pulling two miles of 
their ‘course, and when the midshipmen were fifteen 
lengths ahead. Moreover, the midshipmen met with the 
same accident on the first quarterof amile The St. 
John’s crew were picked from 125 members ; the midship- 
men were simply the boat’s crew of the second class, coms 
posed of 28 members. 

A CORRESPONDENT of the Herald writing from Con- 
stantinople, gives the following items of Turkish naval 
news: “The iron-clad fleet has left its winter anchorage 
in the inner Horn and taken up its summer quarters in 
the Bosphorus, off the palace of Delma Baghtché. This 
fleet now consists of eighteen vessels, five of which are 
frigates, each with an armament of fifteen 150-pounder 
Armstrongs, and one 300-pounder; eight are corvettes of 
various power, and the other five are gunboats. The ad- 
miralty is building a mailed corvette in the arsenal, and 
tenders for a large vessel of the Monarch class have been 
invited from England. The Porte is taking measures to 
fortify Batoum and Sinope, and at the latter place ex- 
tensive harber works are in contemplation, with a view 
to the establishment there of a naval arsenal and depot. 
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derstood, to fortify Soukoum Kaleh—an imtention not 
very favorably viewed by the Turks. Captain Edenbor- 
ough, the American gentleman, who is charged by the 
Porte with the construction of torpedoes, has had to en- 
counter many delays and difficulties; but the cases, or 
tanks, for a number of these deadly engines, with which 
the first experiment on a large scale is to be tried are 
now ready, and this interesting essay of the weapon on 
which the Ottoman government mainly relies for the fu- 
ture defence of the Bosphorus and Hellespont is expect- 
ed to come off in a few. days. The tanks are constructed 
to contain 6,000 pounds of powder. The Minister of 
War is expecting by a vessel now on the way from 
America, 20,000 Winchester repeating rifles. In the ar- 
senal, too, I noticed a number of universal shaping ma- 
chines of American construction, besides 200 Gatling 
mitrailleuses; but these, although of American model, 
were made in Vienna.” 


Tne London Spectator bears testimony to the important 
service rendered to civilization by Commodore Wilkes’s 
expedition toJapan. It says: “‘ The year 1853 brought an 
American Commodore for a plenipotentiary—‘ backed by 
such a naval force as would secure him. a respectful hear- 
ing,’ with instruction’ “ to show a resolution not to take 
‘no’ for an answer’—and the result was the reluctant 
and oft-repented reversal of the traditionary policy of 
jsolation—soon to be followed by the opening of its ports 
to trade, under the pressure of English, French, and 
Russian negotiators, following in the track of the United 
States. Not twenty years have yet passed, and in that 
period, short as it is in the life of a nation, the Japanese 
have cleared at a bound the space of centuries which in- 
tervenedin Europe between feudalism and modern insti- 
tutions. The mayors of the palace, with their dual gov- 
ernment, spiritual and. temporal, feudal and military, 
have all disappeared, and in their place there reigns a 
Kami-descended sovereign still, but with all the most ap- 
proved constitutional forms and checks on despotic rule. 
The princely feudatories have merged into a deliberative 
House of Peers, renouncing all their feudal. privileges ; 
and to complete the revolution of ideas, three of the princes 
of the Imperial blood are now in Europe for their educa- 
tion. Railroads and telegraphic lines have beenintroduced. 
Stranger still, Japanese scrip is quoted on the stock ex- 
changes in Europe—and at 98 to 100—a rate which many 
of the oldest European States may envy. A mint from 
London has been set to work, and the notes for a paper 
currency are now preparing in Frankfurt with all modern 
improvements. A penny postage stamp and a postal ser- 
vice are also preparing, to take the placeof two naked 
runners and a paper bag. Medical schools have been 
established, and with anatomical classes—the greatest 
achievement of all perhaps. Iron-clad steamers ride at 
anchor under their own flag where not a score of years 
ago an American squadron took the nation by surprise. 
An army of European-drilled natives,armed with the best 
breech-loaders, has been organized, and arsenals for cast- 
ing cannon are in operation. Such are a few of the 
changes which place Japan in the foremost rauk of East- 
ern nations, distinguished before all others by its capacity 
for progress and power of assimilating the ideas and the 
best fruits of Western civilization.” 








NAVY GAZETTE. 





REGULAR NAVAL SERVICE. 


ORDERED. 


May 3.—Commanders Henry Erben,; Charles 8. Norton, and 
Robert Boyd, Jr., Lieutenant-Commander Charles H. Davis, Jr., 
Lieutenants Wm. W. Rhodes, C. A. Schetky, and Wm. P. Ran- 
dall, and Masters R. E. Carmody and Henry B. Mansfield, to Key 
West for duty in removing iron-clads to Philadelphia. 

Commander Jolin Irwin, to the Coast Survey. 

* May 4.—First Assistant Engineers E. Olson, E. T. Phillippi, 
George W. Stivers, E. A. Magee, Arthur Price, George H. White, 
H. LD. McEwan, E. M. Lewis, and Second Assistant Engineer J. 
G.§Littig, to Key West, Fla., to assist in removing iron-clads to 
Philadelpbia. 

. May 5.—Chief Engineer Wm. W. Dungan, to the Dictator. 

May 6.—Captain James F, Armstrong, to command the Naval 
Station at Mound City, Ill. 

First Assistant Engineer Wm. 8. Neal, to the Navy-yard, Boston. 

May 8.—Master Wm. H. Jacques, to Key West, Fla., to assist in 
removing iron-clads to Philadelphia. 

May 9.—First Assistant Engineer Henry Snyder, to the Navy- 
yard, Philadelphia. 

Second Assistant Engineer Henry E. Rhodes, to Key West, Fla., 
to assist in removing iron-clads to Philadelphia. 


DETACHED. 


Max 3.—Naval Constructor Melvin Simmons, from the Navy- 
yard, Philadelphia, and ordered to the Navy-yard, Boston. 

Naval Constructor Thomas Davidson, Jr., from the Navy-yard, 
Boston, and ordered to the Navy-yard, Philadelphia. 

Naval Constructor Thomas E. Webb, from the Navy-yard, Nor- 
folk, Va., and ordered to the Navy-yard, Portsmouth, N. H. 

Naval Constructor John W. Easby, from the Navy-yard, Ports- 
mouth, N. H., and ordered to the Navy-yard Norfolk. Va. 

Naval Constructor George W. Much, from the Navy-yard, Phila- 
delphia, and ordered to the Navy-yard, Washington, D. C. 

Naval Constructor Samuel H. Pook, from the Navyeyard, Bos- 
yt = ordered to report to the Chief of Bureau of Construction 
or duty. 

Max 5.—Second Assistant Engineer George 8. Gates, from the 
Resaca, and ordered to return home. 

_ May 6.—Captain Egbert Thomp3on, from command of the Naval 
Station, Mound City, Ill., and placed on waiting orders. 

_Captain Edmund R. Colhoun, as inspector ef ordnance at the 
Navy-yard, Philadelphia, and ordered as executive officer of the 
Navy-yard, New York. 

_May 8.—Passed Assistant Paymaster Henry.Gerrard, from the 
ar i rvey steamer Bibb, and ordered as storekeeper at Key 

est, Fla. 

Passed Assistant Paymaster Theodore 8. Thompson, from duty 
as stonebaaper at Key West, Fla,, and ordered to the Coast Survey 
steamer Bibb. 

May 9.—Lieutenant-Commander 8. A. McCarty, from the Con- 
gress, and placed on waiting orders. 





LIST OF DEATHS ‘ 
n the Navy of the United States. which have been reported to the 


Chiet of the pureau or Meaicine ana surgery tor the week ending 
May 6, 1871: 

John A. Cotter, landsman, April 30, °870, U. 8. steamer James- 
town, at sea. 

William H. Reynolds, seaman, June 18, 1870, U. 8, steamer Sagi- 
nem at ak Islends. aden a 

ames Baxter, seaman, March 17, U. 8. steamer Mayflower. 

WJames Edwards, landsman, March $, U. 8. steamer Shenandoah, 
at Hayte, France. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


ON THE UPPER MISSOURL 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal, 

Sir: Permit me, through the columns of your widely 
circulated paper, to inform my brothers of the blue-coat 
fraternity of the way in which we manage to get through 
life in this somewhat remote corner of the creation. The 
troops at this station are Companies Band © of the Sev- 
enteenth Infantry, with Major R. E. A. Crofton as post 
commander... They have been at this post eleven months, 
and have built quite a garrison upon what was when 
they came here but an open prairie. The garrison is 
quite close to the banks of the Missouri river, which has 
succeeded, with the aid of pretty strong winds and 
somewhat heavy ice, in coming rather nearer to us than 
we feel at all comfortable—so near, in fact, that hints are 
thrown out as to the advisability of moving the camp 
some distance back from its present position, or running 
the, chances of its taking a swim toward Sioux City at 
its earliest convenience. 
ith the exception of indulging in some pretty tall 
growling at the rather heavy fatigue duty which was 
necessarily imposed upon the men to facilitate as much 
as possille the completion of quarters, everything has 
gone along very calmly and happily since our arrival 
here. The soldiers and Indians are on terms of friend- 
ship (or what will pass for such)—so much, so, indeed, 
that at a ball and supper which we had some few months 
ago the soldiers had for partners some of the dusky maid- 
ens of the prairie, who are not, as in the States, the 
weaker, but the stronger sex; and they seemed to enjoy 
immensely both their partners, the dancing, the music, 
and above all the good things that were provided in the 
mess-room for sup I believe the ladies went from 
the supper hall impressed with very exaggerated ideas 
as to the way their white brotpers had of living, taking 
what-they had just been witnesses of as a criterion. 
Owing to the distance that we are from any city (the 
nearest being two hundred and fifty miles from us), our 
means of supplying sources of amusement are) rather 
limited. We have, however, a very good base-ball club 
at. the station, and when the weather is favorable we 
take a turn at base-ball, which, along with foot and 
sack races, constitutes our principal source of amuse- 
ment. To-day we had a sack race which created for the 
time quite a fund of laughter, as the efforts of the run- 
ners to reach the goal, each one before hjs neighbor, were 
ludicrous in the exteme, each fresh effort causing the 
runner to tumble, at which the on-lovkers, most of 
whom were Indians, were greatly amused. 

The soldiers bave a night school here, which is pretty 
well attended; they receive several standard magazines 
and newspapers weekly, the most eagerly sought for of 
which is the ARMY AND Navy JOURNAL. 
Company OC, SEVENTEENTH INFANTRY. 
U. 8S. Mrarary STATION, CHEYENNE AGENCY, D. T., 
April 17, 1871. 











A PLEA FOR DISABLED SOLDIERS. 
Tothe Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 

Sir: Will you be kind enough to announce that at a 
meeting of Rodman Post, No. 12, of the Department of 
Rhode Island, Grand Army of the Republic, held on the 
third day of January, 1871, the following preamble and 
resolutions were adopted : 

“ Whereas, Among the great objects of our organization 
is that of obtaining justice for every deserving soldier of 
the late war and his family as far as lies in our power, 
especially for him who, for reasons no longer existing, 
has not been remunerated equally with his more fortu- 
nate comrades. 

“The acts of Congress and the administrative offiters 
of the Government under the construction of these pro- 
visions, have allowed and paid to soldiers discharged for 
wounds and injuries, including ruptures, the same voun- 
ty and additional bounty granted to those serving for 
three years, while those discharged for other diseases 
contracted in the service, have hitherto been debarred 
from all participation in either. 

“The war having ended, no sound reason appears why 
this class of soldiers should not receive the same boun- 
ties as those discharged for wounds, ruptures, or other 
external injuries. Many of these have been great suf- 
ferers, some to a far greater extent than under the ordi- 
nary effect of wounds. A large number have never re- 
covered from the disease, have been utterly disabled from 
obtaining their support, or have become dependants on 
friends or charity, and not a few have sunk under insid- 
ious attacks; while many discharged for wounds and 
injuries that unfitted them for duties of active service, 
have subsequently been able to obtain remunerative em- 
ployment in civil life. 

“It may be answered that the country has granted 
pensions to the soldiers disabled from disease. True, this 
is the case, but the wounded or injured man is also pro- 
vided for in the same manner, and the pension, an inad- 
equate compensation for the incurred disability in any 
case, is less likely to be commensurate with the disabil- 
ity arising from disease than from wounds, for the reason 
that it is more difficult to determine the degree in the 
former than in the latter. 

“Tt seems to be the proper duty of the Grand Army of 
the Republic to move in this matter for the reasons that 
while there are a large number of soldiers thus discharg- 
ed, they are scattered throughout the country, and hence 
are unable to unite in urging the proper consideration of 
these claims to which their service justly entitles them, 
and also because as a class they are without means or in- 
fluence, and consequent upon their diseases are wanting 
the necessary energy. 

“ Believing that these soldiers are equally with those 
discharged for wounds or injuries entitled to these boun- 
ties, it is 

* Resolved, That this 


= recommend the matter to the attention 
of the Department of Rh 


ode Island, and requést it to take the 





RRR action to obtain the united effort of the Grand Army of the 
lic 


and all others interested, in order that justice may be ren- 





dered tomen who ‘deserve well of their country’ by serving it in... 
its hour of need faithfully and to the best their ability and 


strength. 
“* Resolved, That a copy of the above be signed by the commander .., 
and «djutant of the post, be transmitted to the’commander‘of the + 


Department of Rhode Island, and that he be requested: to nt 
the same for its action to the next encampment of the ‘departuhent,” 


J. SHERMAN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Department of R. I. 








APPEAL TO THE POSTMASTER-GENERAL. 
Tv the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 


Sir: Is it not possible for the Postmaster-General to 
establish “ money-order offices ” at our frontier posts, for 
the accommodation of the officers and men of the Army ? 
Situated as we are at present, we suffer a great deal of 
inconvenience and annoyance in not being able to send 
money in any way to the North or any other place, be- 
cause we cannot obtain checks or drafts for any sum. 
We cannot send ‘it in a registered letter, because the post- 
master is not furnished or does not ask for the necessary 
blank receipts. We cannot send money in bills in let- 
ters without being registered, because it is invariably 
stolen, from the Texas mails at least, whatever they may 
do in other sections of the frontier; but if any person is 
so soft as to trust cash in a letter through the Texas 
mails, the truth of the above assertion will, I doubt not, 
be quickly proved; the writer having lost sixty-five dol- 
lars by sending various sums to the North in letters 
which were not registered, in two months. Not one of 
the letters reached their destination, and there were some 
six or seven, 

If it is discretionary with the Postmaster-General. to 
establish a money-order office where he pleases, he will 
confer a real boon on the Army, especially that portion 
of it serving on the frontiers, removed as it is far from 
the reach of all the facilities of civilization, by establish- 
ing such offices at the remote frontier posts. We are 
over two hundred miles in one direction and three hun- 
dred and fifty miles in the other direction, from an ex- 
press office or money-order office; and I venture to say 
that our little population of five er six hundred would 
send, and wants to send more money through the mails 
in four months than a place with.a population of five 
thousand would want to in a year. As it is, we cannot 
send for a newspaper, or book, or anything which can 
only be procured in a city, because, elthough we have 
the money, we have no way of forwarding it; and what 
would appear but a trivial inconvenience to a denizen of 
the civilized. world, is a real annoyance to us poor resi- 
dents of the savage world, surrounded as we are by Co- 
manche Indians and bothered to death by ao 

IOUX, 

Fort GrirFin, Texas, April 24, 1871. 








AN OLD SOLDIER’S a OF GENERAL 
CA 


To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 


Sm: Will you be sokind toan old soldier of three 
wars (Florida, Mexico, and the late war) as to allow a 
space in your valuable journal thatI may record. the 
praise of one of America’s noblest sons—the brave gen~ 
tleman, the true soldier, the honest man, General E. R. 
S. Canby? I had the honor to serve five years asa 
vate in the company and regiment in which General 
Canby was second lieutenant, part of said enlistment in 
Florida, the remainder at Fort Niagara and Governor's 
Island, New York. —s my term of service a great 
many incidents ocvurred that proved to my mind that 
Lieutenant Canby was not only a gentleman but a great 
man—‘ one of the kind that was always willing to be 
little.” ‘He uever spoke to an inferior in an unkind 
tone of voice. His “ Thank you,” when a soldier would 
render him a trifling service, was sweeter to the poor sol- 
dier than “Help yourself to that whiskey or brandy.” 
Young cadets of America, I wish you all to take ex- 
ample by General Canby, and, if you never attain the 
same high rank he holds, prove yourselves worthy of 
that rank. BENNETT M. REESE. 

SoLp1IER’s Homer, WASHINGTON, D. C., May 9, 1871. 








Tak Governor of Kansas, James M. Harvey, a short 
time ago wrote a letter to the President, stating that he 
had received infosmation from General Pope that per- 
mission had been granted by the Indian Bureau to 
Cloud and his band to come south of the Platte river to 
hunt buffalo, and that they might be expected in that 
region any time. The Governor calls the attention of 
the President to what he claims to be true, that every 
such incursion has been followed by attacks on the citi- 
zens, accompanied by atrocities of the most horrible na- 
ture ; and he threatens if they again occur to regard the 
movement of the Indians asa hostile invasion of the 
State, and take measures for the immediate expulsion of 
the invaders, and also for the punishment of those _en- 
emies of the State who have been instrumental in bring- 
ing them there. The reply of the Interior Department 
will show that no band of Sioux Indians except Spotted 
Tail and his band has received permission to hunt south 
‘of the Platte. That band was promised such ee 
when Spotted Tail visited Washington in 1870, and it 
was done by the advice of the Indian Board of Commis- 
sioners on account of the well-known friendliness of Spot- 
ted Tail since 1865. The agent has been instructed to 
send a reliable person to accompany the Indians to - 
vent collisions, and General Augur, commanding the De- 
partment of the Platte, has been notified when to expect 
their departure on the expedition. If difficulties should 
occur, the Government will take prompt action to re- 
move the Indians from the grounds. 








A WARRANT has been issued from the Treasury De- 
partment in favor of the State of Oonnecticut for 
$183,195 96, to reimburse that State for money ex- 
pended in equipping and forwarding volunteers to sup- 





press the Rebellion. 
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GREAT NATIONAL LOANS. 


&#” NEW FIVE PER CENT. BONDS OF THE UNITED 
STATES. 

The Treasury Department is now able to promise that 
the registered Curtificates of Stock and a good part of 
the Coupon Bonds of the New Loan of the United 
States, bearing Five per cent. Interest, payable quarterly 
in Gold, will be ready for delivery early in the present 
month. The subscriptions to the loan now amount to 
$62,000,000, and it is expected that the subscriptions and 
sales will progress more rapidly when the Certificates 
and Bonds are ready for market abroad as well as at 
home. The whole sum of Five per Cents offered to the 
public generally, and to the holders of United States 5-20 
Bonds, without qualification, is $200,000,000. When 
this amount, to which preference is thus given, is taken 
up, the remainder of the Five per Cents, $300,000,000, 
embraced in the New Loan of July 14, 1870, for refund- 
ing the Public Debt, will be offered in connection with 
$360,000,000 Four and one-half per Cents, and any part 
of $700,000,000 of Four per Cents, the one running fif- 
teen years and the other thirty years. 

The following is a copy of the New Five per Cent. 
Bond, under and pursuant to the New Loan Act of Con- 
gress: 

FORM OF FIVE PER CENT. BOND. 


INTEREST | FUNDED LOAN OF 1881|5 PER cENT. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

ARE INDEBTED TO THE BEARER IN THE 8UM OF 

THIS BOND is issued in accordance with the pro- 
visions of an act of Congress entitled “ An act to author- 
ize the refunding of the National Debt,” approved July 
14, 1870, amended by an act approved January 20, 1871, 
and is redeemable at the jfleasure of the United States, 
after the first day of May, A. D. 1881, in Coin of the 
standard value of the United States on said July 14, 
1870, with interest in such Coin, from the day of the date 
hereof, at the rate of FIVE PER CENTUM per annum, 
payable quarterly, on the first days of February, May, 
August, and November, in each year. The principal 
and interest are exempt from the payment of all Taxes 
or Duties of the United States, as well as from taxation 
in any form, by or under State, municipal, or local au- 
thority. 





WASHINGTON .... .......45. 18 .... 06 
Entered............ Recorded........ 
Register of the Treasury. 


Registered bonds will be issued of the denominations 
of $50. $100, $500, $1,000, $5,000, and $10,000, and cou- 
pon bonds of each demomination except the last two. 
The interest will be payable in the United States at the 
office of the Treasurer, any Assistant Treasurer, or desig- 
nated depositary ef the Government, quarterly, on the 
first days of February, May, August, and November, in 
each year. 

The Interest on the Registered Stock of this Loan, 

it is determined by the Treasury Department, will be 
paid as conveniently to the holder as on the Coupon 
Stock, and personal attendance, or attendance by proxy 
at the Treasury, to draw and receipt for the Interest, will 
be dispensed with, whenever the check of the United States 
Treasurer, mailed punctually to the address and order of 
euch holder, on or before every quarter-day, is preferred to 
such attendance. This check, payable in Gold Coin at 
the Treasury in New York (or such other office as the 
Stock is registered at), will be negotiable or collectible 
on the indorsement of the owner or owners of the Stock. 
In pursuance of this arrangement, the subscribers to, or 
purchasers of, the Stock in its registered form (which is a 
complete protection against theft or other losses incident 
to Coupon Bonds payable to Bearer) are advised to give 
their post-office address in full, and to notify of any 
change in the address between quarter days. 

The whole proceeds of the new loan will be applied to 
the payment or redemption and cancellation of the 5-20 
years six per cent. bonds, and, in additiun to these pro- 
ceeds, the 5-20s are now being reduced by purchase at 
the rate of $10,000,000 per month. 

The entire effect, therefore. of the New Loan, in con- 
nection with the existing Sinking Fund process of the 
Treasury, is to reduce both Principal and Interest of the 
Public Debt of the United States. The Loan creates no 
additional supply of Government Stocks, while the appli- 
cation of the surplus revenues derived in Gold from Cus- 
toms is constantly lessening, as it has been doing for two 
years past, the Funded Stocks bearing six per cent. Gold 
Interest. 

The Ist of May schedule of the Public Debt, which 
has just been published by the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, shows a reduction in these Stocks since the April 
schedule of $12,215,700, and a further lessening of the 
yearly interest charge thereon of $732,942. This leaves 
the total yearly interest charge in Gold $111,982,034. In 
the same month the Treasury paid and cancelled $2,470,- 
000 of the Three per. Cent. Currency debt, reducing the 


The proposed further reduction of the annual interest 
charge upon the Public Vebt by refunding is as follows: 
By exchange of $500,000,000 United States six 

per cents for new five per cents of 1861... $5,000,000 
By exchange of $30,000,000 United States six 
per cents for four and a half per cents of 
By exchange of $700,000,000 United States 
six per cents for four per cents of 1901... . 14,000,000 
Total saving per annum by refunding. . $23,500,000 

The large and rapid accumulation in the last few years 
of private capital now retired from active business, and of 
the cash Savings and Life Insurance premiums deposited 
with or intrusted to the provident institutions of the 
country—all seeking the most undoubted security, 
pledged to be kept free of all taxes, under national or 
local authority, and content, provided this object be as- 
sured, with moderate rates of interest—will no doubt ul- 
timately absorb so much of these New Stocks as may not 
be taken in voluntary conversion of United States 5-20s, 
or marketed abroad. C. C. NoRVELL, 

In charge of United States Loan Advertising. 
TREASURY OFFICE, 
New York, May 2, 1371. 
Orrice or Activa ComMISSARY OF SUBSISTENCE, t 
Fort Hamixton, N. Y. H., April 27, 1871. 

EALED PROPOSALS IN DUPLICATE WILL BE 
received at this office, until 104. ™ May 30, 1871,for furnishing 

the Fresh Beef required by the Subsis‘ence Department, U. 8. 
Army, atthis station, during six months commencing July 1, 1871. 
Information as to conditions, 
be obtained by application to 


First Lieutenart and Quartermaster First Artillery, Brevet Colo- 
nel U. 8. A., Acting Commissaay of Subsistence. 


ONDON ORDNANCE WORKS, 
BEAR LANE, arte + ay | LONDON, &S. E., 


J. VAVASSEUR & CO., 
Manufacturers of Muzzle and Breech-Loading Cast-Steel Guns, of 
Wrought-Jron Carriages for Sea and Land Service, of all kinds of 
Projectiles, Fuses, and Ordnance Stores, of Electric and Percussion 
Torpedoes, and of Harvey's Sea Torpedoes. 


H N. SQUIRE, 

e No. 97 FULTON STREET, New Yours, . 

Is the best on to buy reliable Watches, fine Diamonds, and 
ice Jewelry, and Sterling Silver Ware. 

DIAMONDS A 8SPECTALTY. 


CAPTAIN IN ONEOF THE BEST OLD WHITE 
Infantry regiments, located at a pleasant and healthy post on 
the frontier, wishes to transfer intothe Cavalry, white or colored 
troops. Ad EL CAPITAIN, care of Anmy anp Navy Jour- 
NAL. 


NFORMATION WANTED OF THOMAS 

BOURKE, Company B, Third U. 8. Artillery, who was dis- 
cha: at Fert Point, California, March, 1862. Any information 
relative to him will be thankfully received by his aged mother. 
Address Mrs. MARY BOURKE, No. 715 North Fifteenth street, 
St. Louis, Missouri. 





quality of Beef, pre A, na can 

















Sl :?:?:. 0... 
In the death of Major Henry M. Bragg, recorded in 
our obituary column, a brave and gallant young officer, 
whose fortune it was when a mere youth to.participate 
in some of the most stirring scenes of our great rebellion, 
has passed from our midst in the prime and pride of 
early manhood. Major Bragg’s active war sérvice com- 
menced in 1861, at the tender age of seventeen, as lieu- 
tenant in the Thirteenth regiment of New York militia, 
at that time serving in Virginia. In September, 1862, he 
was commissioned a lieutenant in the One Hundred and 
Thirty-ninth regiment of New York volunteers, was ap- 
pointed a captain and aide-de-camp by President Lincoln 
in August, 1863, and in March, 1865, received the brevet 
of major, for “ gallantry and meritorious conduct ” dur- 
ing the war. 
From August, 1862, until the close of the war, he serv- 
ed upon the staff of Major-General Gillmore as aide-de- 
camp, taking part in the campaign in central Kentucky 
during the autumn, winter, and sprin, of 1862~’63; in 
the operations against Charleston in 1863, comprising 
the assault of Morris Island, the reduction of Fort Sum- 
ter, and the siege and capture of Fort Wagner; and in 
1864 in the battle of Drury’s Bluff, and all the numer- 
ous engagements of the Tenth Corps in the vicinity of 
Bermuda Hundred and Petersburg. In the winter and 
spring of 1865 he again served upon the coast of South 
Carolina, was present at the reoccupation of Charles- 
ton by the Union forces, and with his own hands re- 
placed our flag upon the ramparts of Fort Sumter. 
Upon the reorganization of the Regular Army in 1866, 
he was appointed a lieutenant in the Second regiment of 


infantry, and in November of that year was, at his own 
request, transferred to the Third regiment of cavalry, 
serving with it in several campaigns - the Indians 
for a period of over three years, until forced to retire 
from the service by impaired health. 

In the subject of this br‘ef sketch a physical organiza- 
tion of the most sensitive delicacy was conjoined to great 
force of character, high personal daring in the presence 
of danger, and conspicuous gallantry upon the field of 
battle. He was a gentle and most devoted son and 
brother, a generous and beloved comrade, and a brave 
soldier. 








LXEUTENANT-GENERAL Sheridan, accompanied by 
Brevet Brigadier-General Forsyth of his staff, arrived at 
New York in the steamship Russia on Wednesday even- 





whole of this debt bearing interest to $51,023,000, and 
the yearly interest charge thereon to $1,587,470 





ing. The General was warmly welcomed, and appeared 
in high health. 
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WAS BAZAINE A TRAITOR? 


HE New York Times, in an article which we pub- 
lish elsewhere, undertakes to show that the sur- 
render of Metz was due to the treachery of Marshal 
BAZAINE, who, like the conspirator BARADAS, hoped 
that “from the wreck of France” he might “ carve 
out—who knows ?--perchance athrone.” The question 
discussed promises to take its place as one of those 
standard historical puzzles which survive through 
all controversy to amuse the doctrinaires with vain 
discussion. It is already occupying the attention of 
the patient German investigators. One of them, a 
general of the Prussian army in France, published 
last December a brochure in which he argued that 
BAZAINE, while open to criticism on some points, 
must still be credited with having done as well as 
could be expected with the 180,000 men he had in 
Metz. It was natural that one of the participants 
in the capture of so important a fortress should pre- 
fer to ascribe its surrender to the prowess of the 
German arms, rather than to treachery in the garri- 
son. But this Prussian officer had not at the time 
he wrote seen BAZAINeE’s report of the operations of 
the Army of the Rhine. A later writer in the Berlin 
Militair Wochenblatt takes the opposite view of the 
question, inclining to the opinion that whatever the 
triumphs t« be credited to von MoLTKE’s strategy 
and the stubborn valor of the German troops, the 
capture of Metz is not among them. 

Who is actually responsible, NapoLEon, LE 
Bevr, or BAZAINe, for those strategical mistakes 
which left Pont-aA-Mousson to the Prussians without 
defence, and forced BAZAINE to fight around Metz 
instead of accepting the decisive battle in a position 
which admitted of a retreat, has not yet been as- 
certained. This much at least is clear: NAPOLEON, 
in attempting to shift the responsibility on 
somebody else, has written himself down as 
incompetent, and has betrayed the weakness of 
his position generally. When Prince FREDERICK 
CHARLES’s army in the battle of Mars-la-Tour had 
succeeded in barring BAZAINE’s movement to the 
Meuse, the Prussian army, the Seventh and Eighth 
corps, on the right in front of Rezonville and Grave- 
lotte, executed the movement of “ by file to the right 
into line,” the files being represented by divisions. 
The evening hours of the 18th of August saw the 
crisis. Nostrategist can avoid a crisis when his 
calculations must stand the test. BazaINE very 
correctly directed a strong offensive against the 
pivot or right wing of the German army at Grave- 
lotte, and the Seventh and Eighth corps began to 
give way in the afternoon to a dangerous extent. 
Had the French succeeded in overthrowing these 
corps, the centre and left of the Prussians would 
have been in a very critical position. The Second 
army corps, however, just arrived at the front from 
the Rhine, was on the march from Pont-a-Mousson, 
and appeared on the battlefield not a moment too 
soon. Several correspondents who witnessed the 
battle reported that nobody knew what body of 
troops it was making its appearance so unaccount- 
ably. They may not have known, but General 
MOoLTKE, the King, and his staff knew very well. 
Mo.urKkE himself went to meet them, and as soon 
as they were formed placed himself at their head, 
drawing his sword, and led them to meet the ad- 
vancing French. 

The assault succeeded ; the Seventh and Eighth 
corps recovered and joined in the general advance, 
which decided the day at 8 Pp. M. Marshal Bazarnz 
retreated within the range of the forts of Metz, 
and re-formed his army the first thing. On the 30th 
and 3lst of August, when he had reason to expect 
MacManon’s advance against those German corps 
which had been marched after Gravelotte north- 
westward from Metz, those corps known since as 
the Fourth Army (Guards, Fourth and Twelfth 
corps) made a serious attempt to break the Prus- 
sian lines in the direction wherefrom he expected 
MaoMauon. The Prussians call the fighting of 





these days the battle of Noisseville. Though Ba- 
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ZAINE made a feint first to deceive his adversary, he 
did not succeed, and from that day his case was 
hopeless. On the 7th and 8th of October he tried 
the thing over again, but the Prussian lines had be- 
come too strong, became stronger every day, and 
he must have been able to count the days he had to 
live. 








THE public have been made sufficiently acquaint- 
ed with the character of the provisions of the treaty 
of Washington now before the Senate for ratifica- 
tion, to promptly anticipate the favorable judgment 
of their legislators upon this honorable and peaceful 
settlement of our differences with Great Britain. 
The treaty will not only mark a new era in diplo- 
macy, but will also tend to remove from our future 
a source of anxiety which promised to endanger the 
national prosperity, and which offered todemagogues 
the opportunity of fomenting disastrous war. 

Though the full text of the treaty was given in 
one of the New York journals on Thursday, yet as 
that was notan official publication, and is liable toall 
the verbal errors incident to hasty transmission 
over several telegraph wires, we deem it wisest to 
wait for a better authenticated-copy of the docu- 
ment before proceeding to any minute discussion of 
its provisions. It is enough at present to say that 
the Alabama claims are submitted to a tribunal of 
arbitration of five members, to be appointed by the 
President, the Queen of England, the King of Italy, 
the President of the Swiss Confederation, and the 
Emperor of Brazil. These commissioners are to 
meet in Geneva, to receive documentary evidence 
furnished by the respective’ goveriments, to hear 
counsel, one on each side if desirable, on any partic- 
ular point, and make an award at the earliest possi- 
ble time. To govern the principles of action of 
these commissioners three important rules of neutral 
obligation, which are made retroactive to cover the 
Alabama claims, are laid down as lasting laws to 
bind both countries, viz. : 


* Roues.—A neutral government is bound: First—To use due dil- 
igence to prevent the fitting out, arming. or equipping within its 
jurisdiction of any vessel which it has reasonable ground to believe 
is intended to cruise or to carry on war against a power with which 
it is at peace, and also to use like diligence t> prevent the departure 
from its jurisdiction of any vessel intended to cruise or carry on 
war as above, such vessel having been specially adapted, in whole 
or in part, within such jurisdiction, to warlike use. Secondly—Not 
to permit or suffer either belligerent to make use of its ports or 
waters as the base of naval operations against the other, or for the 
purpose of the renewal or augmentation of military supplies or 
arms, or the recruitment of men, Thirdly—To exercise due dili- 
gence in its own ports and waters, and as to all persons within its 
jurisdiction, to prevent any violation of the foregoing obligations 
and duties. 

To satisfy the sentimental grievance against Eng- 
land, which after all is the strongest grievance with 
most Americans, the British plenipotentiaries, at the 
opening of the treaty, “express, in a friendly spirit, 
the regret felt by Her Majesty’s Government for the 
escape, under whatever circumstances, of the Ala- 
bama and other vessels from British ports, and for 
the depredations committed by those vessels.” This, 
we suppose, is just about as much as we could ask 
from a proud nation. 

The part of the treaty about which there will be 
most difference of opinion is that providing for the 
offset of proved British claims growing out of our 
war against ours for the Alabama’s devastations. 
But these claims, which are submitted to a separate 
and the usual international commission, are not of 
very great amount. 

The fisheries question is justly settled by opening 
the sea fisheries, excluding river fisheries and shell 
fishery, to the exactly reciprocal use of all citizens of 
both nations, with the privilege of landing any- 
where to dry nets, cure fish, purchase supplies, or 
sell the products of the fishery, subject only to the 
local and general laws and regulations of the landing 
place. Ifin this reciprocal concession the United 
States get more than they give, they are to pay in 
money for the advantage gained, the sum to be de- 
termined by commissioners. 

Another important provision opens to free navi- 
gation by the citizens of both countries the waters 
belonging to each country, except canals that are in 
part private property, and the freedom of these also 
both the contracting powers engage to seek to ob- 
tain from the States and Provinces controlling them. 

Lastly, the San Juan boundary question is sub- 
mitted to the arbitration of the Emperor of Ger- 
many. 

Having roughly outlined the provisions of the 
treaty of Washington, let us conclude by hoping 


that it will prove a happy and efficient settlement 


of the only grave difficulty that vexes our foreign 
diplomacy. 








Our diplomatic agents in France and Prussia 
have won golden opinions from the countries to 
which they were accredited during the recent dis- 
turbances which have subjected their skill and judg- 
ment to so severe a test. The German Correspondent 
of Berlin expresses its regret at the prospect of los- 
ing Mr. BANCROFT, who has resigned his position 
and is to return home. Of him and of Mr. Wasu- 
BURNE it says: “ America appears to be particularly 
happy in the choice of the diplomatists who repre- 
sent her abroad. Mr. WASHBURNE, the American 
Ambassador in Paris, gained golden opinions by 
his humanity and kindness during the siege; and 
even since the conclusion of peace he has laid many 
foreigners from different countries under deep obli- 
gations by the valuable services he rendered them. 
In all these cases he was actuated solely by compas- 
sion and philanthropy. Thus, in the depth of winter 
he made arrangements in his hotel for serving re- 
freshments to unfortunate and indigent persons in 
well-warmed apartments. Nor was this the only 
way in which Mr. WAsHBURNE exhibited that large- 
hearted benevolence which gained for him the ap- 
probation of the whole European press. We hope 
that America will always be equally lucky in find- 
ing diplomatic representatives who, at one and the 
same time, do honor to their country and conquer 
for themselves personally the esteem and gratitude 
of other nations.” 

Similar testimony comes from observers in France, 
among whom is Mr. H. LABOUCHERE, a member of 
the British Parliament, who recently published the 
diary of a “ besieged resident in Paris.” “ Diplomats,” 
he says, “are little better than old women when 
they have to act on an emergency. Were it not for 
Mr. WASHBURNE, who was brought up in the rough- 
and-ready life of the Far West, instead of serving an 
apprenticeship in courts and government offices, 
those who are still here would be perfectly helpless. 
They come to him at all moments, and although he 
cannot ;speak French, for all practical purposes he 
is worth more than all his colleagues put together.” 
“ How different,” he exclaims elsewhere, “ American 
diplomatists are to the prim old women who repre- 
sent us abroad, with a staff of half a dozen dandies 
helping each other to do nothing, who have been 
taught to regard all who are not of the craft as their 
natural enemies.” 


OnE of our correspondents raises the question 
whether the Postmaster-General cannot make the 
post-offices at the various Army posts “ money-or- 
der” offices. If this is possible, it ought certainly 
to be done. Officers sent by Government orders to 
distant frontier stations are entitled to all possible 
consideration in a matter of this kind. They are 
dependent upon the mails for intercourse with the 
outside world, and are constantly under the neces- 
sity of sending remittances through the mail which 
are very uncertain of arriving where bank bills are 
the only circulating medium to be obtained. At 
the particular post where our correspondent is sta- 
tioned letters cannot be registered because the post- 
master is out of the necessary blanks, and has had 
none for a long time. Even postage stamps are 
wanting, and the postmaster in question has not 
had a postage stamp for several weeks. General 
SmiTH, Assistant Postmaster-General, is an old sol- 
dier, and knows how important certain and safe 
communication by mail isto Army men. We com- 
mend this matter to his attention. 


BosTon is this week the seat of high military fes- 
tival, and the enthusiasm which the presence of the 
soldiers of the Union is arousing is sufficient proof 
that the memories and glories of the war have not 
wasted away during six years of peace. Of all but 
one of the military meetings which are holding 
there we go to press too early to give any account. 
The national encampment of the Grand Army of the 
Republic on Wednesday began the series of reunions. 
After a business meeting to which the public were 
not admitted and over which General LoGan pre- 
sided, a dinner was discussed at Faneuil Hall. The 
reception of the military veterans was most enthu- 
siastic, General HOOKER especially being welcomed 
with round after round of cheers, General Farr- 





OHILD, General DEVENS, General BURNSIDE, and 


General K1LPaTRick also made speeches. The meet- 
ings of the Society of the Army of the Potomac, 
of the Sixth and Ninth Corps, and of the Military 
Order of the Loyal Legion, to follow and to in- 
clude the remaining days of the week, take up and 
carry on this wave of enthusiasm. 








THE French situation has somewhat developed 
during the week, Fort Issy having been at last defi- 
nitely taken by the Versailles treops and Vanvres 
evacuated. General RossEL, occupying the un- 
grateful position of commander-in-chief under the 
Commune, has resigned his command, requesting to 
be consigned to Mazas prison—which, in view of 
what may be coming, isnot so extravagant # petition 
after all. Within Paris affairs are further compli- 
cated by a disagreement between the Commune and 
the Committee of Public Safety. The peace treaty 
definitively signed at Frankfort on Wednesday P. M.,, 
between Prussian and French diplomatists, reduces: 
the war indemnity one-third, surrenders the forts. 
near Paris now held by the Germans to the Ver-. 
sailles Government, and will thus contribute to a 
civil restoration which all the world is hoping for. 





WE are in receipt of General Orders No. 29, from 
headquarters Department of the Platte, dated Oma- 
ha, April 25, referring tothe field and service trial of 
the three breech-loading rifles named by the St. 
Louis Board as most eligible for adoption. Thenew 
arms are to be officially designated— 

Remington breech-loading rifle muskets, experi- 
mental, model 1870 ; 

Sharps’s breech-loading rifle muskets, experimental, 
model 1870; 

Springfield breech-loading rifle muskets, erperi- 
mental, model 1870. 

A certain number of each of the above arms has 
been issued in equal proportion to companies of in- 
fantry and artillery in active service, with blank 
forms embodying such questions as must be an- 
swered. General Augur’s order enjoins upon officers 
whose companies have received the experimental 
arms, to spare no pains in their examination and 
trial,in order to solve upon a practical basis the 





question of their comparative excellence and fitness. 
for service. The information, which must be full 
and accurate and returnable monthly, will be laid 
before a board to be appointed by the War Depart- 
ment, for the selection of the best breech-loading 
arm for the military service. As 1,000 stand of 
muskets and 300 of carbines of each experimental 
arm have been issued to troops, and the trial recom- 
mended by the Chief of Ordnance is to consume not 
less than a twelvemonth, we may look for an ex- 
haustive essay upon breech-loading efficjency. One 
incident, most essential to a fair trial of any arm, 
we trust has been regarded. We refer to the pro- 
vision of cartridges. The Government metallic 
cartridge produced in the Frankfort Arsenal has a 
bad way of missing fire and bursting rim-wise, two 
most gerious defaults. If the best made cartridge 
in the world, the Berdan, is too costly for service 

use, there is another, known as the Martin, re- 
cently turned out by a Springfield Armory expert, 

of which the best reports are made. This matter of 
tixed ammunition for the trial rifles is of the great- 

est importance. It often has occurred, through the 

“ ways that are dark ” of European ordnance boards, 

or the carelessness of agents representing new arms, 

we cannot say which, that cartridges have been 

dealt out in no way adapted to experimental guns. 

In April, 1867, the distribution of Boxer (English) 

cartridges at the Wimbledon trial in England, ruin- 

ed the chances of two or three arms infinitely better 

than the Martini-Henry. Of course there is no 

fear of prejudicial action on this side the water; 

we simply deprecate the use of a Government car- 

tridge known to be unreliable. 








Tue Editor of the ARMY AND NAvy JOURNAL ac- 
knowledges the receipt of a polite invitation to attend 
the hops to be given by the Corps of Cadets at West 
Point every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday evening 
during the encampment at Camp Belknap. The card 
of invitation is cleverly designed and beautifully 
printed. ; : 








SecreTARY Belknap has been called to bear a new 
affliction iu the death of his infant son, who early fol- 
lows his mother into the other world. The whole Army 


will deeply sympathize with the bereaved Secretary, 
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VOLUNTEER CAVALRY.—No. XVI. 
THE LESSONS OF THE DECADE. 
BY A VOLUNTEER CAVALRYMAN. 


En according to act of in the 1871 w. 
©. FP Onanths Ie the otficsat the Eibrerina of Compress at Wash 
ington. 

OUTPOSTS AND PICKET DUTY. 


After the march comes the camp, after the camp the 
picket. So many volumes, good, bad, and indifferent, 
have been written on the subject of picket duty, that the 
man who attempts more on the subject runs the risk of 
repetition. Every modern cavalry book contains the 
same stereotyped directions for “ grand guards, pickets, 
and vedettes,” with the same plate, representing a vil- 
lage, a wood, and a-stream, with a chain of pickets 
around it. I do not propose to enter into any description 
which will require an elaborate map to display the au- 
thor’s (or his draughtsman’s) skill. A description which 
is not clear without constant turning to a map is faulty, 
besides being useless to the majority of officers. 

The most difficult circumstances under which a picket 
can be posted are those of a raid, especially towards the 
end of a successful one when exasperated enemies are 
nearing you hourly. The same pickets that, when with 
the main army, are only necessary in front of the corps, 
whose flanks are protected by other troops, must now be 
thrust out on all sides. 

A corps of three divisions, under these circum- 
stances, should be encamped in an equilateral triangle, 
end the 1eserve of the pickets stationed to cover the 
salient. Each brigade in turn should picket the front of 
its own division, and in the brigade alternate regiments 
should be sent on picket bodily. This plan works better 
than making small details from every regiment nightly. 
A regiment sent on picket bodily, works together better 
than a number of independent details. Three full regi- 
ments ought to picket the whole three fronts of a corps 
without any difficulty in a radius of a mile from the 
camp, a distance ample for safety. 

At a distance of a hundred feet apart, a fair aver 
age distance, fifty men will picket a mile, and three 
hundred the whole circle of six miles. Three reliefs 
are necessary for the pickets, and a reserve of three hun- 
dred men will be left. I am counting a regiment at four 
hundred men, a very fair average campaigning strength. 

During the civil war there was much slackness on both 
sides in the matter of picket duty. As a general rule, 
especially when the army lay for any length of time in 
the same place, the pickets were too weak and too close 
in. I have known several disasters caused by the latter 
fault, notably so the surprise at Cedar Creek. If the 
pickets of the army had been twice as strong, and a 
mile out instead of a hundred yards, that surprise need 
never have taken place. : 

On another occasion, I remember the pickets of the 
Sixth New York Cavalry being driven in by a handful 
of guerillas, and the camp ridden into, before any defence 
could be organized. ‘The men were luckily old soldiers, 
and turned out of their huts (it was winter) in their 
shirts, driving off the enemy with their carbines, but the 
disaster need never have happened with proper pickets. 

The directions in the outpost duty manuals, and other 
books of the same sort, recommend the placing of ve- 
dettes in pairs, and frequent patrols. I do not believe 
that during the whole civil war the vedettes were ever 
so posted, and the patrolling was by no means what. it 
should have been. Weakness of numbers was the chief 
cause of the first neglect, condition of horses of the second. 
On both sides of the contest there was too much negli- 
gence, and the infantry pickets were notoriously slack. 

After the surprise of Cedar Creek the pickets of Sher- 
idan’s army were pushed out much further, and with 
advantage, but the duty was still very carelessly per- 
formed. Iremember once myself getting outside the line 
without knowing it, and being stopped by an officer on 
the road in charge of the picket post, who refused to let 
me through, as my pass had not been countersigned at 
division headquarters. Now it was in looking for these 
very division headquarters that I had lost my way in the 
snow and got outside the line. The sapient officer sim. 
ply turned me back. If he had suspected me to be a 
spy, he should have detained me. Instead of this, he 
simply told me I must go back. I did so, walked round 
a wood, and flanked the post about a quarter of a mile 
further up. The enemy’s scouts had just as little diffi- 
culty in penetrating and going back and forth, I make no 
doubt. 

Two grand principles should be kept in sight to regu- 
late the due performance of picket duty : 

I. An enemy in force must follow the roads. 

II. Scouts and spies go across country. 

These two dangers have to be met properly by a good 
picket system. 

In the first place, all the roads within a radius of a 
mile, leading to the camp, must be occupied by the full 
force of the picket reserves or regiments. The outside 
vedettes should be placed a good mile from the camp, 





and barricades erected, as an invariable rule, across all 
the roads a quarter of a mile back; and about midway 
between every two roads is the proper place for the 
picket posts. A barricade should also invariably be put 
up to shelter their front, the vedettes being warned of 
the proper path to take if driven to its shelter. A quar- 
ter of a mile further back again, and midway between its 
picket posts, lies the regiment or picket reserve, also for- 
tified. The camp itself should be surrounded with a 
cordon of sentries, a hundred yards out, dismounted. 
With such a system of picket posts and reserves a corps 
may sleep in peace in any country, secure of plenty of 
time to form. A fall mile of increasing resistance has to 
be passed over by an enemy before the camp can be reach- 
ed. The strength of the reserve is a half nile from camp. 

Between the roads the cordon of vedettes is drawn, 
a hundred feet apart, and the outposts are established, as 
economically as possible consistent with safety. 

Now let us examine the way in which the duty should 
be done. In the ordinary picket systems we find too 
much adherence to red tape and routine. As our fathers 
did so do we, without applying common sense and ex- 
perience to improve on the model according to ground. 
For instance, we find it laid down as a rule, in most books 
on the subject, that cavalry picket posts should mount 
and remain mounted during the whole time that each 
relief is being put on. The amount of standing still 
under heavy loads, inflicted on the poor horses under 
this rule, is frightful to think of. No wonder that picket 
duty soon wears out cavalry horses. The practice of 
keeping all vedettes mounted, without exception, is also 
a matter of red tape and tradition. Officers are afraid to 
allow any other plan in the face of precedent. 

Now the real fact is, that at night a man on foot is 
much more likely to be vigilant and quick of hearing 
than the same man mounted. If every cavalry ve- 
dette at night would hobble his horse, as we have recom- 
mended for scouts, and patrol his own beat in a fashion 
similar to a sentry, the picket line would be much harder 
to pass at night. The duties of a chain of vedettes at 
night are to stop scouts, spies, and guerillas, and 
shoot them if possible. A man stealing about in the 
dark cannot be picked off so readily as a statuesque 
mounted vedette, sitting still for a target. The horse 
will take his rest well enough if the man is off his back ; 
and his grain-bag had better be left at the post, if it is 
full and heavy, as also the ration wallet, till the last re- 
lief goes on in the morning. 

As for keeping the picket post mounted and standing 
still, they are ten times as useful on foot in most cases. 
Standing to horse is infinitely preferable to mounting, 
on occasion of relieving vedettes. A horse is too valua- 
ble an animal to be used as a bench to put weights on. 
Every moment he is not in motion he should be rested, 
and standing still with a man on his back is as tad as 
marching for a horse. 

The vedette in the fields, etc., should have his horse 
near him, hobbled or hitched as the ground warrants, 
but capable in either case of being mounted instantly. 
He should patrol slowly and cautiously to his next 
neighbor, avoiding noise. The dull monotonous tread 
of an infantry sentinel is as far from the step of a dis- 
mounted cavalry vedette as can be. He should rather 
imitate the InZian, wary and noiseless, seeing and un- 
seen. 

The vedettes in the roads, behind their barriers, 
should be perfectly still. They can see a long distance 
ahead, and the instant anything comes in sight they 
should mount. Forces coming on roads are apt to be 
strong, and our vedettes must be prepared to fight or fly. 
The doubling of road vedettes, but of no others, is very 
advisable. Two men behind a good barricade can keep 
a number at bay ia the dark. Incase anything doubt- 
ful appears, one of them can either steal forward on foot 
to examine, or go back for a patrol. 

In the case of field and wood vedettes, patrolling on 
foot answers most of the purposes of doubled vedettes, 
with half the number of men. 

In the choice of vedette posts a wooden routine is not 
advisable. Straight lines, ignoring the conformation of 
the country, when woods and fences dictate a wavy line, 
are very poor policy. If the country is diversified 
with open fields and little patches of wood, vedettes 
should always leave their horses on the inside of the 
wood patches, while they themselves push through to the 
outer edge from whence they command a view of the 
fields. Ifa fence occurs, or a stone wall, vedettes should 
steal along behind it, keeping a barrier between them 
and the enemy. Impassuble obstacles, such as deep rivers, 
must be watched. If carelessly picketed, they are liable 
to be crossed in boats. 

The picket posts should never unsaddle. One relief 
should also keep on the grain bags and ration wallets. 
The one that has last come off may remove these, except 
during the morning watch. 


Surprises in force are always made in the morning 
watch ; all pickets at that time should be fully saddled 
and packed and ready for duty. In the first watches, 
aud up to three in the morning, the relief on duty and 
the one just come off can take off their grain and rations, 
which can be replaced in fifty seconds if they are laid in 
order behind the horses. In case of a night attack, the 
relief next on duty should mount at onze, and be ready 
to succor the vedettes, to enable them to get their forage 
and rations; but as night attacks on cavalry pickets 
properly posted are impossibilities in point of success, the 
vedettes need not hurry back too soon. Night alarms 
generally arise from guerilla incursions, or excitable im- 
aginations of vedettes. If the latter are posted so as to 
have a good view, their imaginations will not mislead 
them ; but if you put a cavalry vedette out in the middle 
of a field with a wood in his front, as I have seen scores 
of times, yon offer a premium to such a man’s imagina- 
tion to play him tricks and excite false alarms. 

The officer in charge of a picke: post must be a man of 
experience. To put a young one in charge is to invite a 
surprise. Young officers should be put on as supernu- 
méraries for some time before trusting them with a picket 
post under their orders. 

All patrols should be sent from the picket reserve. 
The sergeant or corporal of the relief will do the patrol- 
ling from the picket posts, without needing a man with 
him. But strong patrols, consisting of an officer, a ser- 
geant, and four or six men, will be sent out every hour 
from the picket reserve down the roads. These patrols 
should go out at least a quarter of a mile beyond the ve- 
dettes, unless they run iato the enemy. After three 
o’clock they should be particularly watchful; and at 
that time the whole picket reserve should pack their 
saddles. The early part of the night they only keep sad- 
dled, patrols and all leaving grain and rations in the 
bivouac. 

. The picket reserve should be strongly posted, and com- 
mand the probable avenue of approach for the enemy. 
A barricade or hasty breastwork should be thrown up in 
its front, by which a stubborn defence can be main- 
tained. 

In the matter of driving in pickets, these rules may 
with advantage be repeated. Small forces come by the 
fields, large ones by the roads. Night attacks are mere 
annoyances. Severe attacks come on about daybreak. 
These rules will hold good in almost every case, and es- 
pecially in that of well-extended pickets. Rapid dashes 
can only be made down roads. Advances of large forces 
over broken ground are necessarily slow. To drive in a 
picket, rapidity is absolutely necessary. By barricading 
the roads muzh time will be gained, and a second line of 
defence on the level of the picket posts can be fallen 
back on. 

At the first sign of a morning attack, the whole of the 
picket posts should mount, and gallop up to the line of - 
vedettes, deploying as skirmishers. The picket reserves 
should also mount, and gallop up to thicken the line fur- 
ther. If the ground is thickly wooded in patches, a 
better defence can be made by dismounting, and push- 
ing thr-ugh to the other skirt of the woods, on foot. If 
forced to retire, the next line of defence must be held as 
obstinately as possible; and as the successive reinforce- 
ments arrive and the distance tothe main body decreases, 
the resistance will be more and more stubborn. 

I do not believe it possible for pickets with a mile be- 
tween them and the camp to be driven in with enough 
rapidity to cause asurprise. Under proper management, 
with dismounted vedettes patrolling to each other in 
wary silence, patrols striking out on all the roads, and 
barricades erected with the same invariable prudence 
that made the Romans fortify their camps every night, 
a cordon of pickets would be practically unassailable ex- 
cept by heavy force. That the horses would be less 
broken down needs no demonstration. The weariness 
suffered by cavalry horses standing mounted for two 
hours at a stretch, still further aggravated by the prac- 
tice of mounting the whole picket post every time a 
relief goes on, brings many of them to the condemned 
corral. Picket duty is known as “very severe on horses,” 
especially in winter. It need not beso if the vedettes 
dismount whenever they are at rest. 

The system of camp guards, dismounted, inside the 
line of picket reserves, is very important. The length of 
the line is so small, that one fifth of the number of men 
on picket suffice to guard it; and if a scout of the enemy 
should succeed in running the picket line, he will fail to 
run the closer line of sentries. It was this inside line of 
guards that saved the Sixth New York Cavalry from a 
much worse surprise on the occasion before mentioned. 
The inside sentry gave the alarm and afforded the 
camp nearly three minutes to turn out from the time the 
first dash was made. 

Patrols on the roads and frequent visits of the corporal 





of the relief are also very necessary, and to be insisted. 
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upon. They keep the vedettes up to their work, prevent 
them from being lonely, and encourages them generally. 
A vedette on post has much to discourage him, especially 
in bad weather, and needs all the support that can be 
given to. him. The frequent visits induce a feeling of 
companionship in the minds of men very sensitive to 
moral influence. Sleepy heads are kept awake better, 
also, by frequent patrols. 

The patrols which go outside the lines must have some 
signal arranged with the road vedettes to indicate their 
return, to avoid useless delay. Watchwords and coun- 
tersigns are good in their way, but they are no real safe- 
guard; a countersign has many a time been overheard 
by concealed enemies, who have availed themselves of its 
egis to enter the lines. 

In this matter, as in others, common sense must rule 
instead of precedent. The problem is, to enable a vedette 
to know friends from enemies. When a patrol passes 
out he should count it carefully, and notice the color of 
its horses. The officer of the patrol should speak to him 
to let him know his voice. Some inaudible signal, such 
as making peculiar signs with one or both arms, or 
sabre, or hat, is preferable to countersigns if the night is 
not too dark. As patrols should never return except by 
the roads, and as road vedettes are doubled, one of them 
can go forward to examine any party approaching if it 
claims to be a patrol. But if a vedette knows perfectly 
well who is coming, he should not be encouraged to a 
stolid rule of action, which embarrasses friends and does 
not keep out enemies. Such a thing as the commanding 
general getting outside the lines, and not permitted to 
pass in by « stupid sentry who knew him perfectly well 
all the time, ought not to happen under the reign of com- 
mon sense. Such instances have happened, and they 
savor of the martinet days of Frederick the Great, which 
ought now to be forgotten. If avedette is really in 
doubt, he should fire off one barrel of his revolver, which 
will bring up the corporal. In these days of repeating 
arms the thing is easy enough. [If he really suspects the 
stranger, he should detain him at all hazards, covering 
him with his carbine. The system of turning a man 
back has nothing to recommend it. Suspicious persons 
should be detained. Your own people, if you know them, 
ought to go through, countersign or no countersign. 

A shot should always call out the corporal or sergeant 
of the relief. There is no necessity to turn out the whole 
post mounted. Ifthe enemy is coming in force, he is 
sure to make the other vedettes fire, and as the corporal 
gallops off you will soon hear more noise. But if two or 
more shots are heard, the whole post should go to the 
front at once to support the line, for even a small squad 
of guerillas may do much damage. In the matter of 
rousing a picket post everything must be left to an offi- 
cer’s discretion, but he must be careful not to hesitate 
beyond two shots coming together. 

Wanton vedettes, from a pure spirit of mischief, will 
sometimes fire to alarm a camp when they have seen 
nothing. Such men must be watched by the corporals, 
and if the offence can be proved on them, which is a very 
difficult matter, they ought to be made to run the gaunt- 
let of the whole regiment with switches, as in the Rus- 


tooth.” The Vicomte was twice captured’by the enemy 

and sent back—their policy being not to take people out 

cf Metz, but to send othersin. He declared that he was 

“a poor American journalist,” anxious to return to his 

own country. The Prussians, however, thought it more 

important that he should contitiue to diminish the pro- 

visions in the beleaguered town than add to the popu- 

lation of the United States. Now, on these occasions, 
the Vicomte passed through many parts of the Prussian 
works, and saw, to his surprise, that they were far less 
strong than Bazaine was continually at his ,headquar- 
ters declaring them to be. Before M. de Valcourt made 
his final escape, news reached Metz of the terrible dis- 
aster that had overtaken the army of MacMahon, and 
finally of the surrender at Sedan, and the departure of 
Napoleon III. as a prisoner for Germany. The Vicomte 
asserted in his lecture that, on the arrival of this intelli- 
gence, Bazaine publicly exclaimed, “ Thank God, that 
imbecile has gone at last!” which certainly sounds like 
an expression of anticipated satisfaction. Besides this, 
the lecturer corroborated other statementsin declaring 
that the two sorties, of 27th September and 7th Octo- 
ber, were almost of necessity failures, and implied that 
they were designed to beso. Bazine, said the Vicomte, 
being a man of essentially ambitious character, and 
thinking he held the army in his hand, hoped to be- 
come powerful enough to decide the future of France. 
The word “traitor” was in fact openly applied to him 
all over Metz, both before and at the time of the surrender. 
It will be remembered that when the tidings of the pro- 
posed step was first communicated to the garrison, many 
of the officers resolved not to surrender. A general dis- 
couragement, however, succeeded—since none could tell 
who was fit to be trusted—and the project of holding out 
was abandoned. 

Opinions may differ as to the weight to be attached to 
the testimony of this fresh witness, and some may decry 
it ou the score of M. de Valcourt’s subsequent republican 
associations. We must recollect, notwithstanding, that 
itis confirmatory of previous reports, has been made 
public before a very large audience ina way to invite 
criticism and challenge contradiction, and was given as 
the first of a series of lectures on similar themes that 
will afford full opportunity for close scrutiny. It seems, 
on the whole, but too certain that Bazainejproved false to 
his trust at one of the most trying emergencies in the 
history of his country, and that the terrible disas- 
ters which have since overtaken her are thus in a meas- 
ure [to be laid at his door. Unless a better defence can 
be offered in his behalf than any that has so far appeared, 
hardly a man kas ever carried the baton of a marshal of 
France whose name will go down to posterity associated 
with so dark a stigma. 


THE NAVIES OF THE FUTURE. 


THE number of the Revue des Deux Mondes for the 
first half of the current month contains an admirable 
article on the past and future of the French navy. 

The writer of the article, who describes himself as a 
French naval officer, starts with two assumptions: first, 
that the method of warfare adopted by the Prussians in 
their latest campaign was such as to entirely abrogate 
the droits de la guerre, hitherto regarded as sacred among 
civilized nations, as a consequence of which in all future 
wars the same oppressive system must be adopted by sea 
as well as by land, in order that ultimate victory may be 
secured; and secondly, that recent experience, dating 
from the American civil war, has shown that the tactics 
by which, as the writer frankly describes them, the great 
naval victories of the past, such as Trafalgar and the 
Nile, were won, must be abandoned; that, in short, the 
powerful agencies of steam and electricity have entirely 
revolutionized the system of war hitherto familiar to the 
great maritine powers. 

Under the first of these assumptions naturally falls to 
be considered the extremely unimportant part which the 








sian service. The offence deserves a penalty as severe as 
sleeping on picket, only short of death. 





MARSHAL BAZAINE. 
(From the New York Times.) 


THE testimony of the only newspaper correspondent 
who contrived to remain in Metz during the whole of the 
siege of that fortress was given to the world some time 
ago. It will be remembered that it was entirely adverse 
to the supposition that Marshal Bazaine had acted in 
good faith, either for the interests of Napoleon III. or of 
France. The correspondent, upon whose views we took 
occasion to comment at some length when they were first 
published, was convinced that Bazaine did not wish to 
break through the German lines, and that his policy was 
shaped purely by considerations of personal profit. His 
plan, as surmised, was one of “ masterly inactivity.” As 
matters stood when he was first cooped up in Metz, 
something seemed likely to happen which might be 
turned to his advantage. If, as seemed probable, the 
Empire fell with the army of MacMahon, Bazaine would 
become the first, or, indeed, the sole French military 
authority. As commander of the largest body of 
trained troops remaining to France, he might make either 
peace or war, and not improbably in either case become 
dictator. Nearly all the evidence that has hitherto | 
reached the public eye confirms the belief that Bazaine 
could, if he would, have burst through the toils that 
only imperfectly surrounded him; and, granting that 
he had the power, there is no rational way of accounting 
for his failure to do so, except upon the theory of selfish 
treachery. 

We are not sure how far the statements of the Vicomte 
de Valcourt, who delivered a public lecture in London, 
April 17, on this subject, are to be accepted concerning 
the question. This gentleman was, however, on the 


staff of Marshal Bazaine, and wasafterward private sec- 
retary to Gambetta. He escaped from Metz some time 
after its investment, bearing despatches from his com- 


French navy, infinitely superior as it was to that of 
Prussia, played in the recent war. According tothe wri- 
ter in the Revue, public opinion, as expressed in French 


| journals, expected the French fleet to do one or both of | 


two things—either to bombard the defenceless cities of 
the northern shores of Germany, or to land an army on 
those shores, which might have effected a formidable di- 
version in her favor from the struggle going on on the 
inland frontier of France. With pardonable vanity, the 
chivalrous bearing which the French nation has hitherto 
maintained toward her foes (a proviso ominously sug- 
gestive of the retaliatory spirit in which France will con- 
duct the inevitable future war with her arch enemy) is 
the reason ascribed why the first of the anticipated 
courses was not adopted.. The reaaon why an army was 
not landed is frankly stated to be that France, in the 
first place, had no troops to spare from Alsace and Lor- 
raine; and secondly, that for reasons to be given present- 
ly, the landing of an efficient force on a hostile shore is 
by no means so easy a task as is believed by persons un- 
acquainted with the naval tactics of the present day. 
Up to the present moment the naval forces of a coun- 
try have been divided into four heads—Hscadres d evo- 
lution, or sea-going fleets, naval stations at home and 
abroad, and transport service. According to this writer 
seagoing fleets, such as those which Nelson and Ville- 
neuve were accustomed to command, are things of the 
past, upon which no maritime power can depend in the fu- 
ture as a means of maintaining or assuring to itself the su- 
premacy of the seas. The principal use of a formidable fleet 
has hitherto been to paralyze the martime commerce of 
a nation possessing’a seaboard. Whichever power was 
so strong or so skilful as to be able to destroy the fleets 
of the enemy, so as to be able without fear of interrup- 
tion to blockade the latter’s commercial ports, virtually 
obtained the mastery of the seas. Such a power was 
England during the wars succeeding the first Revolution. 
The destruction in detail of the fleets of the Consulate 
and the Empire was only a means by which a great end 
was gained—namely, the destruction of the export and 
import trade of the principal French ports. As a means 
of aggression against the naval Jstations and commercial 














mander. These were written in ciphcr, and were fasten- 
ed by “a top-dressing of gutta-percha into a hollow 


bring into Py has 


8 or ought to have rendered even the ~ 
most formi: iron-clad uatigally nseless. .. If 
then, says the writer in / fleets are ren- 
dered impotent for aggressive purposes by the introduc- 


tion of the torpedo, are they still capable of being suc- 
cessfully employed for blockading ‘purposes, and, what is 


perhaps still more’ important, as s¢hoole in’which thie 
sailors of the future may efficiently be educated? Both «’ 
these questions are answered in the negative, 

As we have already said, steym re gt mr tt have, 
entirely revolutionized the whole system of naval war-_ 
fare. By the use of the latter it is no doubt true that” 
the outbreak of hostilities between two countries tikes | 
place with a rapidity to which the statesmen of but one © 
generation back were strangers; but it. is equally true | 
that the same subtle agency which announces, to one 
cabinet the declaration of war by another, with equal 
rapidity flashes from port to port the news that the ocean — 
highways can no longer be traversed with impunity. Ships’ ” 
remain in harbor until forced by necessity to put to sea,” 
when, as the experience of the Alabama has shown, they 
fall an easy prey to the enemy’s, cruisers, who hover | 
about the great lines of traffic, which are as easily defined 
on the sea as they are on the land. If, then, itistrue ~ 
now, a8 formerly, that the destruction of an énemy’s com- 
merce and the successful evasion of a blockading squad- 
ron form the most important elements in naval tactics,: 
such tactics can only be efficiently carried out by the 
enplerment of light vessels, armed with one or two 
formidable guns, and possessed of superior velocity to — 
those of the enemy. Bpeod and ubiquity, voila tout, is’ 
the present and future requirement of a naval force. * 

The introduction of steam ‘no doubt enables a block- 
ading fleet to maintain a watchful attitude, uninfluenced 
by changes of wind, to which in old times many a block- 
aded seaport owed a tempo release from the presence ‘ * 
of the enemy; but if huge iron-clad’ are to be of any use: 
as means of intercepting nimble-heeled blockade-runners, , 
steam must ahways be kept up on board them to an ex- 
tent which would prove utterly ruinous, especially if the 
blockade was established at a distance from a dealing’ de-"' 
pot. Ifthen the iron-clad vessels composing the block- 
ading fleet not only require time to get up steam, but - 
even when in motion are slower than the_ordi 
blockade-runner, their employment for this purpose is 
costly and practically useless, and their places could be 
far better filled by vessels possessing qualities similar to 
those whose manoeuvres they are expected to’defeat. In 
short, according to our author, effective naval warfare is 
reduced to a duel between the cruiser and the blockade- 
runner. 

If, then, iron-clad fleets are useless both for aggressive 
and blockading purposes, the question remains, Can they 
be relied upon as escorts for an invading force? i 
the writer answers in the negative. Putting aside the 
large number of transport vessels which it would roquice 
to transport an army say of 30,000 men with 3,000 
horses, which, assuming each vessel to carry 1,000 men 
or 500 horses, would require a fleet of thirty-six trans- 
ports, sailing in double line with at least a cable’s length 
between ,them, equivalent to 100 metres, the writer in 
the Revue maintains that a few swift rams, sufficiently 
handy to avoid the ponderous evolutions of the escorting ; 
iron-clads, commanded by daring and resolute officers, of _. 
which, he justly boasts, no lack would be found in the 
service to which he belongs, would speedily, by the use 
of speed and spur, throw the whole convoy into such 
confusion, and send so many thousand living cargoes to 
the bottom, as would necessarily lead to the relinquish-. , 
ment of the intended invasion. Assuming, for the fore- 
going reasons, that the employment of iron-clad fleets is 
justly to be condemned, it follows as a nec conclu- 
sion that the education of future seamen, whether offi-’ 
cers or men before the mast, can only be successfully: ' 
carried on on board that class of vessels in which their 
services in actual warfare can be most effectively, ren- 
dered. The writer in the Revue further considers the 
subject of the abolition of foreign naval stations, ther 
with the question of what, from a French point of view, 








seaportsof the enemy, the introduction of the torpedo, 
the terrible force of which the hand of a child can 


should the navy of the future be composed ; and how 
can the officers to whom its command is: to be intrust- 


ed be mest effectively trained ? 


MILITARY ORDER, LOYAL LEGION, U. 8. 

At a stated meeting of the Commandery of the State of 
New York, held on Wednesday, May 3, the following were 
elected companions of the Order : Brigadier-General Cal- “ 
vin E. Pratt, Brevet Colonel Andrew J: Smith, Brevet 
Lieutenaat-Colonel Robert Stewart Webb, Lieutenant- 
Colonel David Irving Miln, Brevet Lieutenant-Colonel 
Charles Nicholas Swift. 

AT a stated meeting of the Cormmmantery of the State of 
Massachusetts M. O.,L. L., U.S. held y 3, the fol- 
lowing were duly elected companions of the first class 
of the Order: Brevet Brigadier-General Charles A. Whit+: 
tier, Captain John D. Parker, Jr., Brevet Major Benja- 
min F. Weeks, First Lieutenant Charles A. Longfel Fs. 
Major M. T. Newton. The following members of the 
Order were elected officers for the ensuing A ae n- 
mander, Companion Brevet Major-General Charles De-'’ 
vens, Jr., U. 8. Volunteers; Senior Vice-Commander, 
Companion Brevet Brigadier-General Wm. Cogswell, U. -- 
S. Volunteers; Junior Vice-Commander, Companion Cap- ,. 
tain William F. Spicer, U. 8. Navy; Recorder, Com- . 
panion Brevet Major James B, Bell, U. S. Volunteers; © 
Registrar, Companion Lieuténant Henry J. Blake, U. 
Navy; Treasurer, Companion Captain William Pratt, 
U. S. Volunteers; Chancellor, Companion Lieutenan’ 
Colonel Wm. V. Hutchings, U. 8. Volunteers; Chaplain, 
Companion Rev. H. Clay Trumbull, U. 8. Volunteers ; 
Council—Companion Brevet Brigadier-General A. P. 
Rockwell, U. 8. Volunteers; Compation Commodore’ 
George H. Perkins, U. 8. Navy; Companion Lieutenant- 
Colonel Stephen M. Crosby, U. 8: Voluriteers ; Compan-: « / 
ion Commodore William Roberts, U.S. Navy. ° 

A CHARTER for the Commandery of the State of Cali- 
fornia, of the Military Onion. 96 iz Lo : apgigps the 
United States, was issu il it is to be organ- 
ized on the 8d day of May, 1871, in the city of San Fran 
c 
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THE NATIONAL GUARD. 


Scorn Brigape.—The regiments of this brigade, Colonel 
‘Conkling commanding, are ordered to parade, fully uni- 
‘formed, armed, and equipped for field practice and for re- 
wiew, at Tompkins Square, May 24. Brigade line will be 
‘formed on Fourteenth street, right resting on University 
‘Place, at 1:30 o’clock Pp. m. precisely. The brigade staff, 
‘fally uniformed, armed, and equipped, mounted, will report 
for duty at the headquarters of the brigade commander, Nos. 
‘7, 9, and 11 West Thirteenth street, at 1 o’clock Pp. . Ma- 
_jor W. R. Oberm in, of the Eleventh Infantry, is appointed 
officer of the day, and each regimental commander is ordered 
to detail one non issioned officer and six privates of his 
command to report to Major W. R. Oberman upon the field, 
‘and to act asa brigade provost guard. Lieutenant Charles 
F. Robins, of the Sixth Infantry, is detailed officer of the 
guard. Commandants of regiments are ordered to repurt 
the number present and absent of their respective commands 
to the assistant adjutant-general at the intersection of Fifth 
avenue and Fourteenth street. The brigade staff, command- 
ing officers of regiments, and other field officers, and the ad- 
jutants of the several regiments of this brigade, are ordered 
to assemble in civil dress for instruction, at 8 o’clock P. m. 
on the 22d inst., at the armory of the Sixth Infantry, East 
Fourteenth street, between Irving place and Third avenue. 








Tareteenta [nrantry.—Thursday evening of last week 
was anything but inviting for the full dress ceremonies of 
this excellent command, Jupiter Pluvius still having fall sway 
as in the days and nights preceding. The Thirteenth, how- 
ver, is made up of soldiers, and therefore refuses to allow 
rain to interfere with its movements. It, moreover, has 
friends most numerous, who are likewise willing to sacrifice 
«onvenience to be present to witness the generally well- 
executed movements of their favorite organization, an organ- 
‘ization whose record is clean, and whose every movemeat 
thas indicated steady progress. The arsenal ‘therefore was 
‘filled with a numerous assemblagg, occupying every foot of 
‘spare space; in fact, for perfect battalion execations, altogether 
‘too crowded, as it afterward proved. The regiment assem- 
‘bled at the designated hour, and at 8:30 o’viock the line was 
‘formed for a dress parade by the active adjutant of the regi- 
ment, First Lieutenant Richards. Colonel Mason was in 
command, the two other field officers, Lieutenent-Colonel 
Briggs and Major Daniell, being also present. The line pre- 
sented a rectangular formation, the left company facing the 
band and drum corps on the right, the limited space of the 
room necessitating this irregular shape of the line. The 
command assembled twelve files, but the battalion was 
equalized on the limited frontage of eight only, the front 
being ten commands. The men made a very handsome show, 
but as we glanced along the line we could not but observe 
that while the regiment appeared exceedingly steady, and 
the general alignment was most excellent (if we may except 
that of the officers), how much better the battalion would 
have appeared had the men worn the white cross belts. This 
portion of a soldier’s equipment gives finish, and relieves 
especially gray cloth uniforms from their general sombre- 
ness. We learn that one company has adopted them; let the 
others follow suit, and make it a regimental matter. After 
the dress parade the regiment broke into column of fours, 
and was exercised in the marchings fora short time. The 
battaiion then wheeled into line and was formed for review, 
Brigadier-General Thomas S. Dakin, commanding Fifth bri- 
gade, receiving this compliment. The General was accom- 
panied by his staff and several members of the Second divi- 
sion staff, the former in full uniform, with fatigue caps, ihe 
latter entirely in fatigue. This want of entire uniformity 
will sometimes occur, especially on rainy occasions, when 
officers do not feel disposed to carry hat-boxes, or expose 
their chapeau plumes to the inclement weather. The review 
was well performed, the men appearing steady as the review- 
ing party passed along its front and rear, passing through 
the interval between band and the right of the line, their 
only outlet. The passage in review was ‘‘as well as could 
be expected under the circumstances;’’ in fact, better. 
Drum-Major Smith succeeded admirably with the band and 
drum corps at this review, and deserved full credit. At the 
termination of the review the battalion was reformed for 
dress parade; at the close of which General Dakin in a few 
able remarks presented some twenty members with the 
*¢ veteran’? medal of the Thirteenth regiment. These 
medals are given to those members who, after serving seven 
years, re-enlist for three additional years. The number of men 
wearing these medals is now over one hundred, and the 
roll of veterans has increased very rapidly since the plan 
was first institated by the Thirteenth’s former commander, 
Brevet Major-General James Jourdan, to whose zealous in- 
terest the present prosperity of the regiment is greatly due. 
The regiment paraded with the Remington breech-loaders, 
which it has been the first to secure on trial in this vicinity. 
The men seemed to fancy the guns, although many objected 
to the increased weight (half a pound) over the former mus- 
kets. Very little difficulty was found in the manual, which, 
as usual, was very well performed, except when the men came 
to an ‘‘order.”’ It was then observed that the pieces came 
down heavily. The pieces were in fine order, and their new 
and well: polished condition gave a fine effect to the battalion. 
We observed, however, that several of the sergeants still 
carried the muzsle-loaders, the reason of which we cannot 


explain. The errors committed were few, and in some in- 
stances excusable. There was, however, no reason for the 
palpable error of the captain of the color company (A), who 
continually dressed his company by the right instead of the 
left. The hospital steward, during the ceremonies, seemed 
ata loss as to the mode of handling his sword, especially 
after the battalion was presented. During the presentation 
of the medals very few of the men seemed to realize the posi- 
tion of a soldier at ‘‘attention;’’ many, we were sorry to 
note, came to an ‘‘in place rest’ without the order being 
given, and we discovered only one member of the entire bat- 
talion who maintained his proper position, and this man was 
the first sergeant of the right company (B), who despite 
everything, even to the annoyance of a civilian addressing 
him, gave the best evidence of his soldierly qualities. There 
may have been other members of the bat:alion who did 
equally as well, but we think not. But why should they not 
endeavor to emulate one of the best soldiers apparently in 
the regiment ? 

Twenty-TairD Inrantry.—This regiment is ordered to 
assemble at the rink, Clermont avenue, near Myrtle, in 
full-dress uniform, on the cvening of the 17th instant, at 8 
o’clock, for dress parade and review. No person will be 
admitted unless provided with a ticket, except officers and 
members of this regiment in uniform. 


TwentTy-seconp Inrantry.—This command held its clos- 
ing indoor drill, terminating the present season, at its spa- 
cious armory, Fourteenth street, on the evening of the 5th 
inst. The galleries and a small portion of the ground floor 
were filled to their utmost capacity with the select audience for 
which this command is so noted, and the various ceremonies 
and movements of the regiment were watched with interest, 
and the well-executed manceuvres received appreciative ap- 
plause. The original number of companies (nine) were con- 
solidated into eight commands, having. an equalized frontage 
of sixteen files; some of the companies, however, afterward 
being increased to eighteen files by late members falling in, 
which by the way the adjutant should not have permitted 
By this consolidation the second senior commandant was 
thrown out and a junior officer (first lieutenant) given a com- 
mand. This very naturally caused some little feeling on 
the part of the commandant of Company F, the officer re- 
lieved of a command; but it appears that this officer was 
reported as indisposed, and in fact came, we understand, 
after the equalization and consolidation had been completed. 
He, however, by right and rank should have then been 
offered control of a company, a; he came prepared to perform 
his duty. The line was formed for review shortly after 
8 o’clock, presenting a rectangular shape, the band and drum 
corps under Drum-Major Strube occcpying a position some 
distance to the right, and facing the second company in line. 
Colonel Porter was in command, Lieuteaant-Colonel Brown 
and Major McGrath making their debut in the new positions 
to which they were elected a short time since. The regiment 
as it stood in line, the members in their elegant full-dress 
uniforms, never appeared better, general steadiness and at- 
tention being a marked feature. It was anticipated that 
General Ward, the First brigade commander, would have 
reviewed the troops, but unforeseen circumstances prevented. 
Colonel Remmey, the regiment’s former excellent and popu- 
lar commander, therefore received the review, accompanied 
by the staff of the regimental commander. The review was 
a decided improvement on the former effort of the regiment, 
and we observed the reviewing party very properly inspect- 
ing the band as a part of the battalion. The passage in 
review in quick and double time was exceedingly fair, the 
salutes of the officers in the first instance averaging well. 
The regiment passed in double time twice, then broke into 
column of fours, passed the point of review, and wheeled into 
line, the column of fours muvement apparently being a clever 
method of the commandant to gain the distance lost in the 
double time movement, which loss invariably follows when 
the change of direction is so irequent. The battalion move- 
ments which followed were generally equal to any of the 
former efforts of the regiment; in fact, in many instances 
far excelled them. The marching in battalion column or 
column of wings in quick and double time was exceedingly 
well executed, the alignment and fours right and left about 
in double time being most excellent. This movement in 
double time, which was repeated several times, created the 
utmost enthusiasm, and was loudly applauded. An inspec- 
tion of uniforms and equipments followed, the colonel during 
this ceremony being accompanied by General Custer, U. S. 
Army, in civilian dress. The General appeared much grati- 
fied at the appearance of the regiment. As each company 
was inspected it marched off the ground and assumed a new 
position. The line was finally formed for dress parade, 
with which ceremony the military proceedings closed. The 
regiment acquitted itself in good style, and, although some 
defects of a minor nature occurred, the whole was so satis- 
factory that we forbear criticism. Relative to our comments 
in our last issue on the erroneous position of the colors, by an 
error of the type we were made to say that in the movement 
of double column at half distance the colors occupied a posi- 
tion on the left of the fourth company. It should have read 
fifth company. Any one taking the trouble to think would 
have immediately observed the error. It only tends to show 
that compositors, like officers and other people, are not in- 
fallible. A promenade concert followed, the regimental band 
taking its station in the centre of the floor and discoursing 
some very fine music. By the way, the performance of the 





quiskstep by the band and drum corps at the close of the 
drill was exceedingly well done, the drum corps keeping ex- 
cellent time with the band. 

The regiment make a street parade on the 17th inst. in 
full-dress uniform. ; 


Spring Parapes.—The majority of the regiments of the 
National Guard have just terminated, the indoor season of 
drills, etc., and many of them have at their closing cere- 
monies shown vast improvement on efforts of former seasons, 
especially those regiments attached to the First and Second 
divisions of this State. Not a few of these regiments, there- 
fore, in accordance with their usual custom, propose to show 
the general public how far they have succeeded in their en- 
deavors by giving outdoor drills and parades through the 
streets of the city. Among the first to give official notifica- 
tion of their intention in this matter, irrespective of general 
orders from brigade headquarters, is the Twenty-second Infan- 
try, Colonel Porter, which command is ordered to assemb'e at 
the armory in full dress uniform on the 17th instant at 3:30 
P. M, the field and staff mounted. The regiment will leave 
the armory at 40 clock Pp. m.; and the line of march will be 
hereafter announced. As the time of assembly has been 
fixed at a late hour in the afternoon, this parade cannot ma- 
terially interfere with the business engagements of the 
members; the colonel commanding therefore calls upon 
every member to make an especial effort to parade with the 
regiment on this occasion. It is likewise officially announced 
to us that the Seventh and Twenty-third regiments of Infantry, 
ecmmanded respectively by Colonels Clark and Ward, will 
parade conjointly in this city on the 25th instant, upon in- 
vitation of the former command. The Twenty-third will ar- 
rive in New York by the Wallstreet ferry, and be received by 
the Seventh at the foot of Wall street at 3:30 Pp. uw. The two 
regiments will pass in review before Mayor Hall at the City 
Hall at 4 o’clock Pp. M.; and the Twenty-third will re- 
turn to Brooklyn by the South Ferry, and will parade through 
some of the principal Streets of that city. The Seventh will 
make a street parade from the South Ferry up Broadway 
and Fifth avenue, as far as Twenty-third street, afier the 
departure of the Twenty-third for Brooklyn. 


The Seventy-first, we learn, will parade for drill at 
Tompkins Square on the ,afternoon of the 17th instant, 
although we have received no official notification to that ef- 
fect. The parade of the Second brigade is announced else- 
where. The Third brigade have selected a day for the use 
of the same grounds. The Fifth brigade parade at Pros- 
pect Park, Brooklyn, on the 22d instant, and the Eleventh 
brigade on the 8th of June, if the report betrue. The First 
brigade has not as yet decided upon a date or place for a 
Seld day; but it is almost certain that Prospect Park will be 
selected asthe ground. 


TweLrtH Inrantry.—The ‘Old Twelfth’? on Monday 
evening last covered itself with glory, receiving on all sides 
the congratulations of its numerous friends upon its admir- 
able display. Never before has this command appeared to 
better advantage; never did so numerous and select an as- 
semblage gather to witness its movements; and never did it 
show more plainly at any season since 1861 the march 
of steady progress than on this the occasion of its 
closing drill. In fact, the spacious arsenal did not afford 
half the opportunity required to fully demonstrate what the 
regiment could do in reality; and if anything tended to 
mar its movements, it was this'more than any evident lack 
of knowledge on the part of thecommand. The Twelfth, it 
seems, has de'ermined that its light shall no longer glimmer 
under a bushel, or, in other words, that it shall no longer 
be named: with any but the first-class organizations of 
the State and of the country. We have always spoken well 
of this command, for the reason that in it we observed ma- 
terial that only required a certain amount of skill and at- 
tention to place the regiment in the front ranks of the Na- 
tional Guard. This skill and attention its present com- 
mander, Colonel John Ward, has amply displayed. Though 
one of the most modest and unassuming officers of the State ser- 
vice, Colonel Ward is yet one of the very best. It is his con- 
stant care and expenditure of money that gave the regiment 
the incentive to further efforts ; and every one present at the 
drill on Monday evening last could not but discover that 
the regiment showed more evidences of progress than any of 
its compeers in the division. But, while we lavish praise for 
improvements so manifest, we do not wish to infer that the 
Twelfth is anywhere near perfection, especially in details ; 
for, like other regiments, its movements are often open to 
criticism. We only desire to show what can be accomplished 
by hard work and hearty co-operation. The regiment pa- 
raded at this drill eight commands of ten files, and, even 
with this reduced front, was much confined 
ments. 


in its move- 
The members were in full-dress uniform; and the 
band and drum corps were also in attendance, the former 
making its debut with the regiment as a new band, under 
the immediate leadership of Mr. Alexander. The music 
was generally very excellent, though perhaps rather loud 
for the arsenal, yet very inspiring. The band, however, 
requires considerable drilling before it can execute success- 
fully the military duties required of it. At twenty-five 
minutes of nine the line was formed by Adjutant Murphy 
| for review, Brigadier- General Wm. G. Ward being present 
| with his staff, all in full uniform, to receive this compli- 
ment. During this ceremony the regiment made a handsome 
show, the alignments and distances good, and the salutes 
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equal to the standard of most regiments of the Nationsl 
Guard. At the termination of the review the command exe- 
cuted a number of battalion movements, commencing with 
‘‘eolumn of fours break to the right to march to the left.’’ 
In this the companies lost distance, by reason of the right 
company (B) obliquing, tthereby throwing the rear com- 
panies out, so that the head of the column had to mark 
time to enable rear companies to ‘gain the lost distance. 
This movement by company was much better executed. 
The men, however, had not fairly settled down to the work 
before them; the cadence of step and time was frequently 
somewhat faulty. We would suggest to Colonel Ward the 
plan of exercising his men in marching in column of fours 
before undertaking to execute battalion movements. Fif- 
teen or twenty minutes’ exercise in these marchings has a 
wonderful effect in obtaining steadiness, cadence, and time ; 
so that when a movement of a more difficult nature is or- 
dered, the men work better together, having acquired the 
touch of the elbow, etc. The movements which followed were 
in the main, to and on the right andJeft close,column by divi- 
sion ; advance and retreat in line; forward in line, wheeling 
into column; double column at half distance; deployments ; 
form division from column at full distance ; form square from 
double column at half distance ; and many other movements 
of a similar nature which we cannot call to mind. Excel- 
lent precision generally characterized these executions ; and 
the regiment gave many evidences of practical knowledge. 
The movement of advancing in line and wheeling into 
column was repeated several times, each time eliciting un- 
bounded applause. The formation and reduction of square 
was only ordinarily performed, company commanders being 
too slowin their orders. The colonel gave but one rest, 
and kept the battalion pretty well employed until the mo- 
ment of dismissal, which occurred after ten o’clock. The 
military proceedings closed with the ceremony of dress pa- 
rade, which was very finely performed, the battalion stand- 
ing very steady throughout. We observed that, when the 
first sergeants were called to the front and centre, the bat- 
talion was left standing at a ‘‘ parade rest,’’ instead of at ‘‘ at- 
tention’’ or at an ‘‘order arms.’? The adjutant, also, in 
forming the line for this ceremony, announced that the bat- 
talion was formed. Adjutant Murphy, however, and Lieu- 
tenant.Colonel Gildersleeve were very valuable aids to the 
regimental commander, and both maintained correctly their 
relative positions, and especially in column of fours. Prior 
to the formation for this last cererony, company commanilers 
assumed control of their respective companies, and held short 
drills on their own account, Company E (Webster Guard) 
claiming the floor until the latest moment of the battalion 
formation. The company was well received, and did not 
show apparently any decline in its precision or spirit. The 
battalion executed the manual in good style; and the drill 
as a whole was acredit to all concerned, and one of which 
the regiment and its commander may justly feel proud. 
First Division PArape Grounp.—The following is the 
text of the act to alter the map or plan of the city of New 
York, by laying out thereon a public place for a parade 
ground, and to authorize the taking of the same, passed 
: April 20, 1871, three fifths being present : 
: The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and 
| Aszembly, do enact as follows: 
$ section 1. The officers composing the Board of the Department 


fof Public Parks in the city of New York, and the major-general 
commanding the First division of the National Guard of the State 
of New York, or a majority thereof, shall have and possess exclu- 
sive power to lxy out, establish in that part of the city of New York 
above Fifty-ninth street, a public square or place, aud such streets 
and avenues bounding the said public square or place, of such width 
extent, and direction as tothem shall seem most -onductive to pub- 
lic good; and such public square or place shall be maintained for 
the use of the said First division of the National Guard of the State 
of New York for military encampments, parades, drills, reviews, 
or other military evolutions or exercises; and said public square or 
place, anu said streets and avenuer bounding said public square or 
place shall, as to laying out, management, government, and main- 
tenance, be unaer the exclusive control and management of the 
Bo .r.. of Commissioners of the Department of Public Parks, as full 
in all respects, and to the same extent as the Central Park is now 
under the control of said board; and when said public square or 
place is not required for such milita y evolutions or exercises the 
said commissioners may appropriate the same to such other uses as 
#0 them shall seem most couducive to public good. 

Sec 2. The said officers composing said board, and the said 
major-general, or a majority thereof, shull cause a map, plan, or 
survey to be made, showing the location and extent of the public 
square or place, streets, and avenues authorized by this act, and 
certified by them, and one copy of said map so certified shall be filed 
to remain of record in the office of the said Department of Public 
Parks, and one other copy of the same so certitied shall be filed to 
remain of record in the office of the Department of Public Works 
in aid city; and from and after the time of filing of said maps the 
said public square or place, and the streets and avenues so laid out, 
if any, bounding the sume, shall become and be one of_the public 
squares or places and public streets and avenues in said city, with 
the same intent and effect as if the same had been laid out and 
established by the commissioners appointed in and by the act en- 
titled “‘ An act relative to improvements touching the laying out of 
_ Streets and roads in the city of New York, and for other purposes,” 
: passed April third, eighteen hundred and seven. All strects or 
, “Venues now laid out within the limits of tne said public square or 

place so laid out shall from thenceforth become abandoned and 

closed. Similar proceedings shall be taken in all respects in rela- 
tion to acquiring title to the said public square or place, streets, 
and avenues bounding said public square or place, as is authorized 
an directed to be taken in and by section six ot chapter six hundred 
and ninety seven of the laws of eighteen hundred and six*y-seven. 

Sec. 3. The Comptroller of the city of New. Xork is hereby au- 
thorized and directed to create and issue at such time and in such 
amounts as shall be deemed by the Board of Commissioners of the 

Department of Public Parks requisite to carry out the objects of 

this act a public fund or stock to the aggregate amount authorized 

by this act. The said stock shall be denominated “ the city parade 
improvement fund,” and the aggregate amount hereby «uthorized 
to be issued is expressly limited to a sum, of which the annual in- 
terest at the rate of interest at which said stock is issued, is twenty- 

five thousand dollars. The Mayor and Comptroller of said city a.e 

hereby authorized and directed to sign said bonds. Such bonds 








shall not be disposed of for less than the par value thereof, and it 

shall be the duty of the clerk of the Common Council to counter- 

sign the same, and affix the seal of the city thereto. Such stock or 

fund shall be redeemable in thirty years from the issue thereof, 

and the said public square or place shull be and the same is hereby 

— pledged for the redemption of the same or any part 
reo: 


Smo, 4. For the payment of the interest on the said stock or 


fund the Board of Supervisors of the city and county of New York 
shall order and cause to be raised by tax on the estates, real and 
personal, subject to taxation according to law within said city and 
county, and to be collected, in addition to the ordinary tayes, year- 
ly and every year, until the whole amount of such fund or stock be 
paid, a sum of money sutticient to pay the interest aunually accru- 
ing on said fund or stock, ata rate not exceeding seven per cent. 
per annum, not exceeding the aforesaid limitation of twenty-tive 
thousad dollars; and also when such bonds become due and pay- 
able a sum sufficient to redeem them. 

Seo. 5. The moneys raised upon the fund or stock hereby author- 
ized shall be deposited by the Comptroller of the city of New York, 
us fast as the same shall be realized, to the credit of the said Board 
of Commissioners, with such bank or trust company «s shall be des- 
ignated by said board; such moneys shall be used and appropriated 
by said board for the construction, improvement, and regulation 
of said public square or place, and the streets and avenues bound- 
ing said public square or place, and for the purpose contemplated 
in this act, and shall be drawn from said bank or company by a 
warrant, signed by at least a man me ot said commissioners, after 
the same shall have been authorized by the said board at a meeting 
tnereof duly convened. : 

Seo. 6. To provide additional means for the maintenance and 
government of sai public square or place, the Board of Com mis- 
sioners ot the Department of Public Parks are authorized to includ- 
in the estimate (hat they are nowanthorized to make under section 
four of chapter eighty-five of the laws of eighteen hundred and 
sixty, the sum of twenty-five, thousand dollars per annum, in 
addition to the sums that they are now authorized to include in 
said estimate, and the amount of said estimate shall be annually 
raised as provided in said section four, and applied to the payment 
of the expenses of the maintenance and guvernment of said pub- 
lic square or place. : 

Sec. 7. This act shall take effect immediately. 


Miuitary Exemprions.—It will be observed ‘that the fol- 
lowing act passed by the last Legislature amends the law 
relative to the exemption of members of the National Guard, 
and not only renders any member of theservice who has serv- 
ed faithfully his term between April 17, 1854, and 
April 29, 1865, free from jury duty, but also allows 
a deduction from his taxes. The old law did not include 
this latter, and was frequently the cause of much dispute, and 
has often been threatened to be tested. 


CHAPTER 245. 


An Act relating to military exemptions, passed April 1, 
1871, three-fifths being present. 

The people of the State of New York, represented in Senate 
and Assembly, do enact as follows : 

Sec. 1. Every general and staff officer, every field officer, 
and every commissioned and non commissioned officer, 
musician, and private of the military forces of this State, who 
enlisted or aceepted office during any of the time from April 
17, 1854, to April 29, 1865, and was or may be honorably 
discharged after serving for seven years, shall forever after, so 
long as he remains a citizen of this State, be exempt from 
jury duty, and from the payment of highway taxes, not 
exceeding six days in any one year; and every such person 
now assessed for highway taxes shall be entitled to a deduc- 
tion in the assessment of his real and personal property to 
the amount of five hundred dollars each year; the exemption 
and deduction herein proyided for to be allowed only on the 
production to the assessor or assessors of the town, ward, or 
city in which he resides, of a certificate of his honorable dis- 
charge after a service of seven years; and the same shall 
only be allowed during the time in which the books of the 
assessors are open for review and correction. 

Sec. 2. This act shall take effect immediately. 


Various Irems.—We are informed authoritatively that 
Levy, the celebrated cornet player, hax joined the Ninth’s 
military band, and will parade on the 27th inst., and on the 
occasion of the regiment’s Boston trip......Company D, 
Thirty-second Infantry, held a very pleasant ball at Turn- 
Halle, Brooklyn, E. D., on the evening of the 9.h instant. 
During the festivities Captain Petry and First Lieutenant 
Finkelmeier were recipients of handsome swords and belts, 
the gift of the members of the company. The regimental 
drum corps, under Drum-Major Mehling, on this occasion 
gave an excellent exhibition of its qualities as a well in- 
structed corps......[t is now announced that the Eleventh 
brigade will parade on the 8th of June, instead of the 25th, as 
stated in our last issue......‘*Sergeant’’ is respectfully 
referred to paragraphs 176, page 27, 217, page 34, 
and 225, page 35, Upton’s Tactics, for explicit answer to 
his first question. (2.) A man cannot be mustered as a 
member of the National Guard previous to his enlistment. 





winses “J. H. B.,’ Fort Columbus, N. Y. H., propounds the 
following, which we think his own common sense would 
explicitly answer: ‘‘ Sentinel on post No. 3 of a guard hears 
& person ,approaching his post, after ‘tattoo,’ on either side 
of him; ke challenges both parties; one is the officer of the 
guard and the other the officer of the day; having halted 
them, which does the sentinel challenge first to advarfte 
with the countersign?’’ Perhaps it is well to ask our cor- 
respondent how he ascertains that these are officers, and 
what material difference does it make which person gives the 
countersign first? The one nearest would most naturally be 
the first to advance......A court-martial is ordered in the 
Twelfth Infantry, Lieutenant-Colonel H. A. Gildersleeve 
president, for the trial of delinquents, to convene on June 1. 
seeeeeA field day of the First brigade is ordered to take place 
on or about the 10th of June. Itis rumored that, in view of 
its previous unavailing efforts to propitiate the clerk of the 
weather, umbrellas have been added to the equipments of 
this brigade......[t is announced that the First and Second 
divisions will parade on the occasion of the reception in this 
city of the Russian Grand Duke Alexis. The visit of the 
Prince, however, has been postp@ned until October next...... 
The reply of Colonel Fisk to the Mayor of Boston relative to 
the visit of the Ninth was at least pertinent, even if it did 
not cover the ground to which the city counsel objected. 
The hospitalities of the city and the privilege to allow an 
armed body to pass through its precincts are two very dis— 
tinct affairs......The Twenty-third propose target practice on 
the Coney Island road on the 8th of June......Mr. Conterno, 
director ot the Twenty-third band, gives his mammoth con- 
cert at the Brooklyn Academy on the evening of the 13th 





(Saturday). At least one hundred and fifty musicians will 


be in attendance......The Metropolitan Police of New York 
city paraded on Thursday last, making a very handsome 
turnout, and appearing to excellent advantage. The force 
comprised some three battalions of eight companivs each, 
having an equalized frontage of twenty-two files. The 
marching review at the City Hall was exceedingly creditable, 
the captains and sergeants saluting in good style. The com- 
pany distance and alignments equalled the majority of our 
National Guard regiments, and the men generally presented 
a very soldierly beearing. We noted particularly that the 
officers in saluting very properly cast their eyes toward the 
reviewing party, without a display of that fearful and ridicna- - 
lous mode of twisting their heads so frequently manifested on: 
occasions of review by officers of the National Guard. The. 
band and drum corps of the Seventh Infantry paraded at the» 
head of the force, and the whole was a most creditable. 
display throughout, and witnessed by a large concourse of. . 
citizens, among whom were many officers of the First divi- 
sion...... The Sixty-ninth Infantry, Colonel Cavanaugh, pro-- 
ceed to Staten Island on the 22d inst. for field exercise. For~ 
regiments of the First division, we should judge groundi 
located in this vicinity would be much more accessible than. 
Prospect Park, Brooklyn. There is likewise the advantage- 
of a pleasant sail...... The Seventy-first, we learn, hold a bate 
tallion drill on the 22d at the regimental armory. The 
‘*Old Guard” likewise make a street parade on this date...... 
Colonel Harry Rockafellar, of the Seventy first, lsaves for 
Europe on the Ist of June. He will return, however, in tim 
to participate with the regiment in its proposed trip to Proy- 
idence in July next...... The anniversary dinner of Company 
B, Seventh Infantry, on Saturday evening last, was exclusive 
and therefore more enjoyable and pleasant to the members. 


OUT-OF-TOWN ITEMS. 

MAssAcuUSETTS.—It seems that the troubles in the First 
Infantry have not ceased, but have merely taken a new shape, 
involving the turning of the tables. Colonel Johnston, the 
commandant, was the party whom certain officers of 
the regiment some time since undertook to oust, but for- 
some reason they signally failed in their object. The colonel 
has now preferred the charge of ‘‘incompetency” against- 
one of his accusers, Captain Amos Cummings, commanding 
Company K, and ordered him before a military board of: 
examiners, instituted, it seems, at the request of the regi- 
mental commander, for the trial of this individual officer. 
Appended to the charge ‘‘incompetency ” are seven specifi- 
cations, expressing that, in the opinion of his accuser, the 
accused lacks self-possession and presence of mind to execute 
the orders of his superiors, and sufficient intellect, compre~ 
hension, and education to instruct; has encouraged insub- 
ordination, and has been guilty of unsoldierly actions, all of 
which are set forth in the specifications of Colonel Johnston. 
The brigade and division commanders have disapproved of 
the military board, but General Headquarters has overruled 
these disapprovals, and ordered a hearing. The whole mat- 
ter of instituting this board seems to us wrong, and the 
charge and specifications of Colonel Johnston appear very 
frivolous. If this officer, as alleged, is incompetent, why 
was he ever commissioned? Has Massachusetts no means of 
ascertaining ordinary fitness in advance? If an officer 
‘proves himself incompetent. in New York State, he is asked 
to resign; andif he refuses he is ordered before the State 
Board of Examiners, composed of impartial and competent 
officers. This board holds its sessions several times a year, 
and all officers appearing before it have a fair show. To be 
ordered before this board, however, is generally equivalent 
to a resignation, and many of those who go before it seek 
merely to vindicate themselves, especially when they think 
they are ordered before the board through a personal spite. 
Afterward they naturally resign their commissions, whatever 
the result. ‘There are likewise in the New York National 
Guard brigade examining boards for the examination of all 
who may be elected to fill the position of commissioned offie 
cers, and regimental boards for the examination of non-come 
missioned officers; so that nowadays a man must have some 
knowledge at least before he can expect to become an officer 
of the New York State National Guard. There are, we ad- 
mit, still many incompetent officers in the State militia, who, . 
having ‘‘slipped’’ the examination or been appointed or- 
elected before this system of boards was instituted, are still: 
there; but they are few and only exceptions to the rule.. 
There is, however, a means whereby at any time these officers. 
can be relieved from further service in the National Guard. 


The Champion Drill.—The Boston Herald says: ** We are- 
informed that the difficulty between the Boston City Guard. 
and the Montgomery Light Guard for the possession of the 
champion color has been arranged under the following rules 
aud regulations, the commanders of both companies having 


‘subscribed to them last evening: 


** 1st. The drill to take place on Boston Common on the last 
Wednesday in June, at 2:30 p.m.; 2d, stakes—flag v. $100— 
to be delivered by each compwny commander to the judges 
previous to drill on the field; 3d, each company to drill, . 
thirty-seven men; 4th, each company commander to appoint 
a judge, these judges to appoint a third, the decision of the- 
judges to be given upon the field on the day of drill and to. 
be final; 5th, drill to be in accordance with Upton's Tactics, 
from pages 1 to 96, except loading and firing, kneeling and 
lying ; 6th, the choice of drill to be determined by toss; 
7th, each company commander will be allowed to commani- 
cate in writing only with the judges, each communication to 
be open to the three jadges; 8th, any violation of these 
articles of agreement will subject stakes and cham 

to forfeiture.** 
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FOREIGN MILITARY AND NAVAL ITEMS. 


Ir has been decided that the long boot and the panta- 
loon shall in future be the dress of ‘the British ca , 
im lieu of the present inconvenient and unsightly - 
‘ered overall. 


\A MILITARY telegraph corps is being formed in the 
Madras Presidency, British India, so that the Govern- 
ment may always have available a number of trained 
European signallers. 

Capratn Colomb, R. N., who invented the system of 
te phing at sea by flash lights, is engaged at the 
British Admiralty in investigating the best way of light- 
ing the vessels of the Royal Navy. 


A PARLIAMENTARY paper just issued shows that last 
year there were 24,698 recruits for the British army, of 
whom 14,927 were finally accepted; 16,969 men joined 

_ the militia, and 4,733 militiamen volunteered into the 

Say: 

, Toe, German irocge are waiting impatiently for the 
settlement of the difficulties in France to make their tri- 
umphal entry into Berlin. Meanwhile it has been offi- 
tially announced that a donation of money is to be given 
to the officers. Commanders of armies are to receive 
5,000 thalers ; commanders of co ’armée, 3,000; gen- 
eralg in command of divisions and | brigades, 1,800; colo- 

nels, 1,400; majors, 900; captains, 250; first lieutenants, 
90; second lieutenants, 75. 

RusstA, having once got the London Conference off her 

mind, is applying herself with redoubled energy to her 

tions of every kind; whether military or commer- 
cial. Every mail that comesin, every journal that comes 
out, has some new enterprise to chronicle. Seven cast- 
iron guns of very heavy calibre have just arrived at 
Odessa, en route for the new fortifications at Kertch. 
The Russian Trade and Navigation Company have just 
Gome forward with a proposal to establish a line of steam- 
ers upon the Kouban, and other projects are on foot. 
Meanwhile, says the Pall Mall» Guzette of London, we 
mean to keep our powder dry when we have manufac- 
tured it, which will not be for some little time yet, so 
that Russia need not be in such a violent hurry with her 
preparations.” 

Tae London Army and Navy Gazette, in considering 
the subject of supplying the army with horses, reaches 
the conclusion that England ‘and Ireland have been 
drained of their best horses, which have gone to enrich 
other countries. The horses that have been left to us, it 
says, “are naturally inferior. The English horse of the 
present day, even the best, cannot hold his own either on 
the race-coursé or in the ranks with his foreign-bred 
brethren, and to compare him with the portraits of his 
ancestry makes every Englishman sad. [nstead of short- 

, well ribbed-up animals, we have now little ex- 
cept either weeds or cart-horses. If our present horse is 
well-bred, he is as arule so light and so devoid of sub- 
stance as to be unable to carry any decent weight; if he 
fs strong, he is so coarse as to be totally devoid of the 
mettle or courage necessary for a charger.” 


THE Mechanics’ Magazine of London, in an article on 
our navy, declares that the navy of England is at present, 
so far as the ships, the guns, the engines, the men, and 
the majority of the officers are concerned, the most effi- 
cient and magnificent fleet in the world. Referring par- 
ticularly to the Invincible, Audacious, Vanguard, and 
Tron Duke, or what is called the Audacious class, it 
says: “These ships are all alike, and atter the loss of the 
Captain a report was spread abroad that their stability 
was compromised and that they were likely to roll over 
and go to the bottom. We knew at the time that this 
was a false alarm and was raised for the purpose. We 
have recently had an opportunity of inspecting one of 
these ships, the Jron Duke, and in addition to the scien- 
tific proofs we previously possessed of her stability, we 
have the evidence of her captain and officers and that of 
a rear admiral (who wrote in similar language to the 
Times) that her stability and general character at sea 
are all that can be desired. ‘There can be no doubt that 
this ship, with her armament of 12 300-pounders and the 
facilities afforded for crossing the-fire of her upper deck 
guns, is as perfect a fighting and seagoing ship as ayy in 
the navy.” 


CLUSERET and Dombrowski, the (late) ‘Minister of 
War and commander-in-chief of the Commune, are both 
professional soldiers, the London Spectator informs us. 
* The former,” it adds, “is a Breton of family, and 

an officer of engineers till a misalliance forced him 
o emigrate. He engaged in the American civil war and 
Yose to the rank of general, was denounced by Irish in- 
formers as one of the ¥enian leaders, headed the Red 
party at Lyons against Gambetta, and is now absolute in 
aris.. His plan for the reorganization of the French 
army published in a speech at Lyons was decidedly able 
and thorough-going. His difficulty, he tells the Com- 
mune, is to make officers. Discipline will muke men. 
Dombrowski is a Pole, who was for a time in the Russian 
service, 0 ized the Polish insurrection of 1863, and 
has served by the side of Garibaldi. The men say he isa 
and he has ¢learly the power of infusing con- 
fidence into those under his command.” A correspon- 
dent of the same paper announces that Dombrowski 
established his headquarters at first in so exposed a posi- 
tion that aides-de-camp approached him with fear and 
trembling. “Iam assured,” he adds, “that the com- 
mander-in-chief did not select this spot through bragga- 
docio, but simply to show his rather timid troops that to 
be under fire is the normal state of the soldier. I must 
add that, as far as I can see and learn, Dombrowski has 
to get out of the National Guards all the fight- 
ing in them, for the men were not accustomed to a good 
example.” 

Mr. Wells, an American aéronaut, who was ouploed 
for three months ~ the French Government of the Na- 
tional in the construction of balloons during the 
siege of Paris, has visited Constantinople for the pur- 

of offering his services to the Turkish Government. 
. Wells offers to instruct a class of Turkish officers 
the manufacture and employment of balloons for mil- 


| itary purposes, and he professes to have perfected steering 


apparatus which will render them — for taking 
observations, carryi ar 2g even transportin 
small bodies of eons tr. Wells states that shortly 
before the conclusion of the war, he was construct- 
ing at Bordeaux a huge air ship formed of 5,000 
yards of silk and cotton, and intended to.be steered by 
a small three-horse power engine. The close of the war 
prevented, however, the completion of this machine. 

Tue following rebus description of the present state 
of France appears in the Cologne Gazette : 

La nation frangaise=A. B. C. (abaissée). 

La gloire=F. A. C. (effacée). 

Son armée=D. P. C. (dépecée). 

Les places fortes=O. Q. 9 

Deux provinces=C. D. (cédées). 

Le peuple=E. B. T. (hébété). 

Les lois=L. U. D. (éludées). 

La justice=D. C. D. (décédée). 

Les juges=H. T. (achetés). 

La liberté=F. M. R. (éphémére). 

Le crédit=B. C. (baissé). 

Les denrées=E. L. V. (élevées). 

La ruine=H. V. (achevée). 

La honte seule=R. S. T. (est restée). 


No official report has yet been made, but Broad 
Arrow has it upon excellent authority that not a single 
gun broke during the late campaigns. There are some 
guns, it states, used up which had the Prussian system 
of obturation by a copper ring placed in the wedge piece. 
There ate Krupp guns which have fired 300 rounds in 
one day, scoting above 8,000 rounds, and it is quite cer- 
tain that with a war material of bronze the whole artil- 
lery would have been reduced to a perfectly useless state. 
In some of the guns at Berlin, out of service, there are 
radial outburnings on the surface of the breech holes, but 
which could be repaired in a few days. ‘The Saxon ar- 
tillery, with Krupp’s wedge and Broadwell ring, stood 
perfectly, and remains quite fit for further service. The 
24-pounders suffered most severely; in fact, these were 
the only weapons which, with heavy charges, sent their 
projectiles into Paris. The outburnings are considera- 
ble, as the wedges bent, not being strong enough. It is 
only fair, however, to add that Mr. Krupp had always 
protested against this construction ; and experience has 
now shown him to have been right. 


THE German Correspondent of Berlin, which speaks 
by authority, announces that “ the German Government, 
in accordance with the principles frequently announced, 
has carefully abstained from all intervention in the in- 
ternal conflicts of France, the German Government 
under existing circumstances having made it a point of 
honor not to impede the steps tuken by the recognized 
Government of Franve with respect to the difficult task 
before it, and to remove, as far as possible, the obstacles 
arising from the engagements of that country to Ger- 
many. The wishes of the Versailles Government were 
met with respect to the return of the French prisoners 
of war, concessions have been made as to the concentra- 
tion and movements of large bodies of troops, forbidden by 
the preliminaries of peace, and consideration and indul- 
gence have been shown with reference to the payment 
of the first instalment of the war indemnity. Further 
than this the intervention of Germany has not gone, nor 
is there any intention to extend it further, unless the 
interests of this country are seriously threatened. In 
that case they could be immediately and effectively sup- 
ported by the army of 500,000 men which still stands on 
French soil, 200,000 of whom could advance to the gates 
of Paris in a few hours.” 


SoME very important gunpowder experiments were 
made at Woolwich, England, recently, which established 
the fact that the 35-ton gun, with its present calibre of 
11.6 inches, will not burn more than 110 pounds of gun- 
powder at one discharge, if so much. As it is thought 
necessary to have a gun which will burn 115 pounds or 
more, it remains to be decided whether a larger gun shall 
be built, or the calibre of the present one enlarged. It 
has been proved that a certain charge exercises less pres- 
sure upon the interior surface of a 12-inch than a 10- 
inch gun, and hence it is concluded that by enlarging the 
bore of the big gun half an inch, the decreased thickness 
of the walls will be no element of weakness, inasmuch 
as the lateral strain will be diminished. Another ex- 
periment was designed to assist investigations under- 
taken to insure greater safety in the manufacture of 
ammunition. Being anxious to ascertain whether the 
regulation distance of twenty yards between the work- 
shops was sufficient, consistent with the presence in 
each shop of the regulation quantity of 50 pounds of 
powder, five rough sheds were erected twenty yards 
apart, and 50 pounds of gunpowder placed in the 
one which stood in the midst, a smaller quan- 
tity being strewn upon shelves in all the others. 
The charge being fired, the shed in which it oc- 
curred was blown into a thousand fragments; but 
though in some cases the powder had been shaken off the 
shelves of the otber sheds and a few timbers started, 
none of the powder had been ignited. It would, there- 
fore, appear that an isolation of twenty yards is suffi- 
cient. . 


SPEAKING in defence of the revised Federal Constitu- 
tion adopted by the Reichstag to complete the unifi- 
cation of Germany the German Correspondent says: 
** The deeply ‘pondered schemes of our political theorists 
are pretty an ingenious gay things but their construc- 
tion is too intricate and their parts are too delicately 
adjusted to be fitted for the rough uses of this somewhat 
unphilosophical earth. The French Revolution 
was not the only period in history during which clever 
men have wasted their time in drawing up paper constitu- 
tions whose only fault is that they cannot be got to work. 
We are gradually learning to abandon such systems to 
prize essayists and debating societies, and to perceive 
that a country cannot choose its form of government ac- 

to abstract principles alone. In order really to 
the constitution of a nation must be the result 





of ita histo: the expression of its social life. Now, 
Se toma Sik the “anus 


which has just received the sanction of the Reichstag, it 
is vertainly German, a system possible only in this coun- 


g|try, one which is the necessary result of our his- 


tory, and admirably suited to our wants. Foreigners 
are accustomed to speak of the new Empire as if 
it were a military monarchy, founded on Prussian 
conquest, and existing for the benefit of that kingdom 
alone. No conception could be more erroneous. Never 
was 80 important a revolution accomplished with so lit- 
tle opposition, or a great Federal State established with 
so small an exercise of mere brute force. The basis of 
the Constitution is the free alliance of the governments 
of Germany, each of which has gained almost if not 
quite as much as that of Prussia bythe change. Nearly 
all the rights which the smaller States have sacrificed 
were practically worthless. They can no longer pursue 
a separate foreign policy, but the power they have gained 
by their votes in the Federal Council more than com- 
pensates for the loss of whatever little influence they 
once possessed. In other respects their position is as 
high and far more secure than it ever was before.’’ 








COMPOSITE SHIPS. 

ON this subject the London Mechanic's Magazine 
says: 

From what we have ourselves seen, and therefore 
know, and from reports which reach us from the Tyne 
and Clyde and other parts, it appears that the composite 
system of construction is dying out in favor of iron. 
There are but few composite ships now building, and 
the owners of some of those already built and tried have 
had to remove the galvanized iron bolts under the metal 
sheathing in consequence of their having been eaten 
away, yellow metal bolts being substituted. This is 
undoubtedly a serious fact, but we fail to see in this a 
proof of the failure of the composite system of construc- 
tion. There are mechanical or rather chemical difficul- 
ties in the way of developing the system, but they are 
not insuperable. Difficulties nowadays are not valid 
reasons for non-success ; they are rather to be looked up- 
on as stimulants to increase exertions, and if met in this 
spirit they will be overcome and conquered. The difficul- 
ties in the way of the extended adoption of composite 
ships are mainly of a financial character. Experiments 
cost money, and ships, like everything else now, must be 
purchased at low prices. This is the rock ahead which 
stands in the way of improvement of the ships which 
compose our mercantile navy in more ways than one. 
This is the root of the canker which permeates the whole 
system and sends our fellow creatures to the bottom, 
in some instances wholesale. 

It has been known for several years past that iron 
fastenings are not suited to those parts of a composite 
ship which are under or immediately contiguous to the 
yellow metal sheathing. Yellow metal bolts cost 
more money than iron bolts, and when the former are 
used the first cost of a ship is of necessity increased. It does 
not answer the purpose of some shipowners to possess 
safe and sound, and therefore costly ships. A large num- 
ber of leaky “tubs” will sometimes pay better than a 
few good seaworthy ships, and the decline of the com- 
posite system must to a large extent be attributed to the 
cause we have plainly stated. The difficulty resulting 
from the speedy fouling of an iron ship’s bottom is not 
of a nature to affect the first cost of the ship, and hence 
it is not allowed to stand in the way of the construction 
of an iron ship to the same extent as the increased cost 
of yellow metal over iron bolts does in the construction of 
composite ships. That method of construction in which 
a single thickness of planking is employed, attached to 
the frames by yellow metal nut and screw bolts, is a good 
one. This method is thought highly of by practical 
men, and a large number of vessels have been construct- 
ed upon it and found to answer in every respect. The 
extra cost of ships built on this priaciple should not have 
been allowed by shipowners to stand in the way of their 
adoption; it was not very great, especially when iron 
bolts were used in those portions of the ship which were 
not under the metal sheathing. That method of construc- 
tion in which two thicknesses of planking are employed 
is undoubtedly the better plan. In this system the first 
or inner skin or planking is fastened through the frames 
by iron nut and screw bolts, the outer skin being fastened 
to the under or inner skin by yellow metal or copper 
bolts driven through and alenched upon rings upon the 
inner skin. This method is, of course, much more costly 
than that first mentioned, but we do not believe that 
it is the true interest of shipowners to look too closely to 
the first cost of their ships. 

There can be no doubt that the composite system of 
construction has not yet received a full and fair trial, 
and we hope that those of our shipowners and shipbuild- 
ers who have already set a good example by insisting 
upon a good seaworthy ship, though at the expense of an 
increased first cost, will not give way in so good a deter- 
mination, but earnestly do their best toward perfecting 
the composite system of ship construction. 








DIED. 


Brace.—Suddenly, in Brooklyn, Saturday evening, May 6, Ma- 
jor Henry M. Braaa, eldest son of the Inte Alexis Bragg, and 
formerly Lieutenant in the Third U.S. Cuyalry, ia the 27th year 
of his age. 

Movunt.—At Charleston, 8. C., May 6, 1871, Henry 8S. Movst, 
only child of Lieutenant John I’. and Celia J. Mount, Third Ar 
tillery, aged 5 months and 9 days. 
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